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August 16, 2005 
 

 
 
 I.  PRELIMINARY
 

President Madolyn Paroske called the August 16, 2005, meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present: 
 
Edward Lord, director 
Madolyn Paroske, president 
Susan Tabacheck, director 
Steve Warstler, treasurer 
 

The following members were absent:
 
Debbie Barton, secretary 
Willie Jones, vice president 
Barbara Yamrick, director 
 

Also meeting with the board of education were:
 

Robert D. Adams, superintendent of schools 
Anthony W. Sturges, assistant superintendent of support services 
Anthony Van Gytenbeek, assistant superintendent of human resources 
Deborah L. Backus, assistant superintendent of instructional services 
Rodney Weeks, chief financial officer of business services 
Susan B. McKay, assistant, board of education 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

President Paroske led the board and audience in the pledge to the flag and 
welcomed visitors.  

 
Approval of Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved as written. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

The minutes of the regular meeting of the board of education held Aug. 2, 2005, were 
approved as written. 

 
 II.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Items of Current Interest 
 

Adams welcomed back the more than 30,000 Aurora Public Schools students who 
started classes yesterday and today. APS would also like to welcome the nearly 300 
new employees to the district. Adams thanked all the employees working over the 
weekend to be sure to have schools open and the environment ready for students. 
The communication department shared a video with photos from the first day of 
school.  
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The district's newest school Murphy Creek K-8 opened yesterday to more than 600 
students, a larger enrollment than we expected.  The school was built with bond 
funds approved by Aurora voters in 2002. The district’s second K-8 Aurora Frontier 
will open fall 2006.  

 
Aurora Academy Charter School, Policy Waiver Requests 
 

Charter schools typically request waivers from certain school district policies. Legal 
Counsel Brian Donovan briefed the board of education on the specific policies from 
which the Aurora Academy seeks waivers, of which the vast majority we do support. 
Donovan noted there are some we want to see a replacement policy on such as staff 
ethics and conflict of interest, gifts to staff, discipline, and the Family Medical Leave 
Act. This is to ensure Aurora Academy and the district would be protected legally. 
Aurora Academy is required to follow district policies until their requests have been 
waived. This will return for action in September.  
 

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Annual Report from the Citizen’s Bond Oversight Committee 
 

Members of the Citizen’s Bond Oversight Committee presented the annual report to 
the board of education. Paroske noted the importance of this committee, especially to 
the city of Aurora. This committee reports to the board of education, and then the 
reports go out to the public. Members present were Mary Berrigan, Mary Lewis and 
Randy Mills. Incoming chair Berrigan recognized the district is within budget, 
although we did go into some contingency funds for projects that were over budget 
because of increased construction costs. There were some projects that came in 
under budget in which we saved nearly $3.5 million, which has been reallocated. 
 
Berrigan said the committee enjoyed great relationships with the staff, and feel a 
great deal of accountability from everyone at the district. Tabacheck thanked them for 
a detailed report, and their professionalism. Lord inquired how much time they spend 
on this. Berrigan said the committee met three times with each meeting lasting about 
two hours. She added this is a reasonable commitment and thanked Cheryl Dalton 
for her assistance in making this happen. Lewis added that there is much paperwork 
between meetings that must be kept up with.  
 
Lewis recognized the importance of the learning environment. The committee looked 
at which buildings really needed attention, noting much work has been done in the 
northern part of the district. These schools now look like new.  Lewis added that 
recently she was in Aurora Central High School and found it to be one of the cleanest 
schools in the district. This really says something about the building and staff; they 
value the learning environment. Warstler added his thanks to the committee and 
noted the board appreciates their oversight and the help they extend to us by giving a 
summary of what is going on in the district through their eyes. As a citizen, parent 
and taxpayer, he is thankful to them as well. 
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Mills said as former member of the Long-Range Facilities Advisory Committee, it 
good to see plans come to fruition and provide the environments our kids deserve. 
He added that the community is extremely happy too. Lewis said the flexibility and 
the concern regarding promises made and kept by the district have been of utmost 
importance to the committee. When the district looks to another bond issue, it will be 
important to be able to tell the community that promises were kept.  
 
Adams asked Mills if there is anything we could do to improve the process itself?  Are 
there things that we could look at and have done better? As we get closer to the end, 
please give us this reflection from the group. Mills said drawing on the expertise from 
high-level members in the business community and bankers was extremely helpful. 
They found people were not asking how was it going to look, but what it was going to 
cost and what the square footage would be. The expertise found on the committee 
was powerful, and prepared us for when we went to the electorate. Having answers 
and anticipating them was crucial. Mills added that the LRFAC started many years 
out in advance and looked at every physical plant. Each site was visited. They found 
that as rough as things were, the buildings were clean and there was pride in them. 
LRFAC looked at every line item in preparing the White Book. Mills added they are 
well underway for any potential future bond, and will be doing the bus tours of sites 
again.  
 

DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 

No Items  
 
 

III.  CONSENT AGENDA -ACTION ITEMS
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

No Items  
 

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

Personnel Items 
 

Van Gytenbeek recommended the board of education approve the personnel items 
as presented.  

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 
 

The consent agenda passed unanimously.       
      
 
            



 
 7615

August 16, 2005 
 
 
 
 IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
New America Charter School, Policy Waiver Requests 
 

Charter schools typically request waiver from certain school district policies. The 
board of education was briefed on the specific policies from which the New America 
School seeks waivers at their August 2 meeting. The only change to that briefing is 
that regarding Policy DJB, Purchasing Guidelines, changing the contracts for 
services or equipment purchases that require board of education approval from those 
with a unit value of  $20,000 to those with a unit value of $50,000. 

 
Adams recommended the board of education approve the waiver requests from the 
New America School. 

 
Tabacheck moved, seconded by Warstler approval of the recommendation.#7242 
 

Warstler asked for clarification of unit value. Weeks explained that unit value is a 
single item for that figure. The district’s limit is $20,000. Paroske asked Donovan if he 
was comfortable with the request for this increase from New America School. Adams 
noted the figure becomes dated with the purchase of larger equipment. Lord added 
that he does not like two sets of rules, one for the district and one for the charter. 
Warstler said he would suggest increasing the district’s as well. Tabacheck asked if 
charter schools were monitored. Weeks said they are included with all our sites and 
provide a year-end report as well.  

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
 

No Items 
  

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Utility Easement at 100-Acre Property Site 
 

On August 2 the board of education was asked to consider a proposal under threat of 
condemnation from the East Cherry Creek Valley Water and Sanitation District for a 
proposed acquisition of a 30-foot-wide permanent and a 50-foot-wide temporary 
construction easement on the district’s 100-acre land site located at Harvest Road 
and the Sixth Avenue extension.  Bowes and Company completed an appraisal and 
valued the requested easement at $34,300.  District attorneys at Caplan and Earnest 
negotiated a proposed settlement figure of $34,000 with ECCV.  Sturges 
recommended the board of education approve the utility easement and settlement 
figure of $34,000. 
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Lord moved, seconded by Tabacheck approval of the recommendation. #7243 

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
Fire Lane and Two Utility Easements at Hinkley High School 
 

On August 2 the board of education received information pertaining to two 
easements as part of the Hinkley remodel.  The first easement is a utility and fire lane 
easement and the second easement is a separate utility easement. Both easements 
are required under the municipal code of Aurora, Colorado.  Sturges recommended 
the board of education approve the easements as submitted. 

  
Lord moved, seconded by Warstler approval of the recommendation. #7244 

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
Expenditures Summary and Financial Report as of June 30, 2005 
 

Weeks recommended the board of education approve the Expenditures Summary 
and Financial Report dated June 30, 2005 as presented. 
 

Warstler moved, seconded by Lord approval of the recommendation. #7245 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler 
 
  Noes:  None 
  

V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 
 
Next meeting date 
 

The next business meeting of the board of education will be held Sept. 6, 2005, at 
6:30 p.m. in the boardroom of the administration building, 1085 Peoria Street. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Being no further business, the regular meeting of the board of education was 
adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
 

 ATTEST __________________________ 
Secretary 
 

 
  

 _________________________ 
President  
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