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Oct. 4, 2005 
 

 
 I.  PRELIMINARY
 

President Madolyn Paroske called the Oct. 4, 2005, meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present: 
 
Willie Jones, vice president 
Edward Lord, director 
Madolyn Paroske, president 
Susan Tabacheck, director 
Steve Warstler, treasurer 
Barbara Yamrick, director 

 
The following members were absent: 

 
Debbie Barton, secretary 

 
Also meeting with the board of education were:

 
Robert D. Adams, superintendent of schools 
Anthony W. Sturges, assistant superintendent of support services 
Anthony Van Gytenbeek, assistant superintendent of human resources 
Deborah L. Backus, assistant superintendent of instructional services 
Rodney Weeks, chief financial officer of business services 
Susan B. McKay, assistant, board of education 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

President Paroske led the board and audience in the pledge to the flag and welcomed visitors.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved as written with the removal of information item II-B-1.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

The minutes of the regular meeting of the board of education held Sept. 20, 2005, were 
approved as written.  

 
 II.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Items of Current Interest 
 

Several of our elementary schools are being recognized by the Colorado Department of 
Education based on two criteria: 1) Accomplished School Award, consistently 90 percent or 
more are proficient and advanced (2003-05). Being recognized is Aurora Quest Academy in 
reading, writing and math. 2) Gain-Maker Award, average 20 percent gain over three years 
(2003-05). Gain-Maker schools have been identified by the Colorado Department of 
Education based on the growth students have shown on CSAP in the area or areas of reading, 
writing and math over three years, 2003-05.   

              



 
 7632

Oct. 4, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 

These remarkable gains have been recognized by the state policymakers and will be featured 
before the State Board of Education. Being recognized as Gain-Maker schools are: Boston in 
reading; Clyde Miller in math; Jewell in math; Kenton in math; Laredo in reading, writing 
and math; Sable in math; Tollgate in math; and Wheeling in writing. 

 
APS juniors entering into the International Baccalaureate program will be officially inducted 
on Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. at Hinkley High School.  The IB program is a comprehensive two-year 
curriculum designed for juniors and seniors seeking a challenging educational experience 
with a strong emphasis on international understanding and responsible citizenship.  

 
Student Fitness 
 

Physical education teachers presented their work on student fitness. Denise Magnuson, 
physical education teacher at Sixth Avenue Elementary School, said their committee set 
goals with one being to bring this information to the board of education. Another was to find 
funding for fitness testing for students. Today’s physical education classes look much 
different than in years past. APS averages 45-50 minutes per week of contact time. The 
vision of the APS physical education program is to provide students with the tools to develop 
and maintain a healthy lifestyle and be community contributors with a balance of physical, 
mental and social wellness. The National Association for Sport and Physical Education’s 
guidelines for quality physical education are 150 minutes per week of physical education, 
which would be 30 minutes per day. This is with qualified physical education teachers 
providing developmentally appropriate programs. Recommended teacher/student ratio 
should be no greater than 1-to-25, for physical education.  
 
Donna Carey, physical education teacher at Kenton Elementary School noted student health 
concerns of children today. Nearly 40 percent of children ages 5-8 have health conditions 
that significantly increase their risk of early heart disease. About 25 percent of American 
youth are overweight. Carey said because of this, we have more emphasis on movement in 
our programs. The California Department of Education did a study, which proved that 
healthy kids are better learners.  Their statistical analysis indicates a distinct and linear 
correlation between students’ academic and fitness scores. Kids achieve best when they’re 
fit. Brain research shows that cognitive performance is improved by aerobic activity, which 
increases the number of capillaries in the brain. Physical activity increases the function of 
the cerebellum, which is now thought to control spatial learning, associative skills and 
language processing. While kids are moving, the brain preserves the synaptic connections 
that are most used. Fitness testing for APS elementary students includes FITNESSGRAM, 
testing health-related fitness in the areas of aerobic capacity, muscular strength, endurance 
and flexibility. Teachers will have the data to direct their teaching in the teaching-learning 
cycle. This will be our first year for a correlation study. FITNESSGRAM will also be able to 
give us the kids strengths and weaknesses. In conjunction with the Aurora Achievement 
Initiative, students and parents will be involved in the development of health-related, lifelong 
fitness for children.  
 
The physical education program is working closely with Director of Assessment and 
Research Lisa Escárcega and the Colorado Department of Health, which has provided funds. 
Working with the assessment department, the physical education group hopes to show a 
correlation between levels of fitness and academic achievement. Together, we are trying to 
create a healthier generation. Teachers invited board members to join them at their sites to 
observe classes in action. 
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Co-manager of the Colorado Colfax Marathon Creigh Kelly and Post News representative 
Katherine Plog shared information on the Colorado Kids Marathon Milers. This is a fitness 
program designed for elementary school students to help them learn about health and fitness 
while working toward a goal:  completing a cumulative marathon. Kelly said one thing he 
has learned over the years is that if fitness is not fun there is no engagement. He explained 
their mission is to identify Colfax as an emerging corridor of excellence. They also hope to 
activate the youth along that corridor which includes Aurora, Denver and Lakewood. Kelly 
noted with these good teachers at the helm and a good board, he knows we can make a 
difference.  
 
Plog explained youth fitness is an emerging important issue. She went over the aspects of 
their program. First, they would like to come into ten of our schools and conduct an all-
school assembly with an athlete of notoriety, teaching kids about the fun of fitness. They 
would like a contact person at each site and can bring in volunteers to collect pledge cards. 
She clarified that the cards are for miles, not money. Following the assembly, students will 
have the opportunity to begin 8-12 weeks in a training program complete with training 
booklet and incentives in which they will run or walk 25.2 cumulative miles. Students who 
have completed these miles will be eligible to run the Marathon Miles on May 20, 2006 at 
the Colorado Mills Mall in Lakewood. Following the marathon, students will head to 
Athlete’s Village to celebrate all they have accomplished.  
 
Tabacheck inquired if students are taught the game rules before learning about different 
sports. Magnuson said in elementary, they teach lead-up games and more how to move. 
Teachers set up smaller rules so there is more hands-on learning. Tabacheck asked how they 
plan to get the kids and parents involved of these ten selected schools. Plog explained that at 
the assembly they would present the training program to the kids. Following, students would 
receive a commitment form for them and their parents to sign. Tabacheck asked if there 
would be an adaptive portion with this, and there will be. There will be inclusion at all 
levels. 
 
Kelly added the result is that the monies raised will come back to fitness programs in the 
schools. Warstler noted he had not even thought about brain function and physical activity. 
He encouraged letting our public know this is going on, and the connection. Director of 
Communication Services Georgia Durán said her department would pitch this to the media. 
Adams said by his observation only, kids that are fit have higher self-esteem, which equates 
over many areas. Esteem comes from being successful in what you’re engaged in. Whether 
you come in first or tenth is not the issue, it is that you got out there and got in better shape. 
He added that tagged to one of the budget authorizations last year by the 2006-07 school 
year, schools will be required to have a wellness policy related to students in place. The 
district will be working together to bring this back to the board, keeping the district in 
compliance.   
 
Jones asked again, what the guidelines from the National Association for Sport and Physical 
Education were. Magnuson said 150 minutes per week of physical education, which is 30 
minutes per day. APS is at 50 minutes per week in our elementary schools. Illinois is the 
only state that offers daily physical activity. Clarified is that physical education and recess 
time are two different things. Recess is physical activity and physical education is taught by 
a professional. Jones asked if there have been any studies on playground activity, noting he 
believes that kids learn best at play. He has seen programs on the animal kingdom how 
juvenile animals learn through play; we need to do more of this in school. Jones then 
inquired how physical the dance routines are. Adaptive physical education teacher Patricia 
Morrison-Hughes explained that dance is very aerobic. Magnuson added that depending on 
whose gyms you walk in to, activities vary and what day you come. All of them try to 
include a mix of many things.  
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Jones asked Escárcega for more information on the California study. Escárcega said this was 
a simple correlation study; students with higher physical fitness levels were higher on 
achievement tests. It is not cause and effect; these are beginning-level studies in which we 
can see if Colorado compares to California. Backus said these teachers are really on top of 
their game. They have important questions to ask and seek out support of district personnel 
to make their dreams happen. They are data-driven and understand best practices. She said 
they make the district proud. Paroske added this is a great group of people here tonight. This 
is a serious subject and you have made it fun so kids will want to do it. She asked if they had 
discussed an event kids could do with their parents. 
 
Crawford physical education teacher Craig Marshall said they had an event on a Saturday at 
Crawford in which the PTO was supportive. He noted that Crawford has approximately 670 
plus students, and one-third turned out with their families on a Saturday.  He added that they 
treated them like a million bucks, giving out finisher ribbons and number bibs. It was a big 
success. Tabacheck said she agrees – you have to make it fun. Jones said what makes him 
feel they are a terrific group is the number of years these teachers have been teaching 
physical education in APS. He encouraged them to stay on and stay young.  

 
Distribution of Non-APS Materials 
 

To avoid possible litigation, Aurora Public Schools has decided it can no longer routinely 
send home with students written materials from non-APS groups. Because this change in 
practice will result in an inconvenience to many groups for which we have previously 
distributed materials, the district arranged with the Aurora Sentinel to produce a booklet 
listing organizations that offer services for students and families. This booklet will be 
produced quarterly with the first edition distributed in the next few weeks.  Legal Counsel 
Brian Donovan and Durán were present to answer questions. 
 
Adams clarified that these are distributions not directly associated with a school function. It 
covers the range from things we have worked with for years to the other side of the 
spectrum. Donovan explained that in the last 18 months several cases have gone to the 
federal level, most involving religious groups. School districts have been sued for denying 
some groups and allowing others. Courts said once you allow a wide variety of groups, you 
cannot discriminate against others. Donovan shared that on the other hand, a school district 
in one case sent home religious material and a parent sued that case as well.  As we are 
seeing more of these trial-level cases, he felt it an issue we needed to bring to the board’s 
attention.  
 
Administration made the decision we would try an alternative process with the Aurora Youth 
Activity Guide published by the Aurora Sentinel. However, we will allow PTA and booster 
club distributions as well as distributions relating to business operating under written 
contracts in which the school benefits. Donovan explained that we knew this change would 
be controversial. In terms of our exposure, under federal law, if a plaintiff prevails they are 
allowed to collect their attorney fees in which case we end up paying, both, our attorney fees 
and that of the plaintiff. If the case develops into a full-blown trial, it can run into several 
hundred thousand dollars for the district. This is not only aimed at religious issues, if we 
allow many groups in, we would be required to distribute pros and cons on a wide variety of 
controversial social and political issues. We would be able to limit distribution in only a 
narrow set of circumstances, such as when the materials are lewd or obscene. 
 
Durán said that a year ago we faced the challenge where many groups went to schools to 
distribute their written information, versus coming to Communications first. 
Communications started to receive inquiries from commercial groups, with banks our 
number one group. We then changed to limiting distributions to educational or social benefit, 
but then ran into tricky points.  
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Some churches wanted student activities at their churches published that included some 
religious instruction. Last year, we started sending approval notices that noted we did not 
know how long APS would continue this practice, and again this summer. We have now 
secured the agreement with the Sentinel for publication of the Aurora Youth Activity Guide 
that will come out quarterly. Elementary students will receive the publication and the 
Sentinel will provide receptacles for middle school and high school students at their school 
sites, keeping them stocked.  
 
Other districts are doing the same with youth guides, and some have stopped the distribution 
of any flyers. The Sentinel was allowed to provide advertising to make some money and 
listings for non-profit groups, etc. We have secured some deals for the city of Aurora as well. 
We didn’t want to cause jeopardy in the initial phase. Currently, the publication is only in 
English; however, newsletter information is in Spanish as well.    
 
Warstler said he thinks this kind of discussion needs to be put to the community, getting their 
input on how we can reduce our exposure. He added that we have no policy in place, or 
grandfathering in. He questioned what kind of risks should this district take with our money 
without doing away with a service the community needs. He would like to see it discussed 
here and have community input. In the meantime, he encouraged removing this large 
restriction. Tabacheck echoed his thoughts, noting in today’s society it is all about team 
players. She would like it discussed here, before any decisions are made. Tabacheck added 
that she liked flyers coming home with her students, and a wonder if this has not been 
sensationalized. Yamrick thanked Durán for her efforts for getting this compiled. She asked 
Donovan if PTA is the governing body that decides what is allowed to go to schools, and the 
board, what goes out. She favors community involvement and their input. She inquired who 
pays for the publication. The advertisers have paid for it; APS just distributes it four times 
per year in volume. Donovan said this now puts the burden on the Sentinel as to what goes in 
it, as we are covered by a disclaimer. Yamrick asked what appears in the distribution, as APS 
is still handing it out to the child. She would like to know who she is supporting if she passes 
these out. Donovan said another piece is that we are trying to take our administrators out of 
making these decisions.  
 
Yamrick used the Colfax Marathon as a good example of something that should go out as a 
flyer home, and asked if this would also include things like the Heart Association’s jumping 
rope. Donovan said if they are part of the instructional program and incorporated into our 
curriculum they could be sent home; otherwise, not. Tabacheck said when making decisions 
about what will be accepted and not, she feels it needs to be centralized, not left up to 
principals. By bringing to a centralized arena, you would have a more objective viewpoint. 
She asked if there are forms that go home before these flyers go out. She feels it has been a 
selective process. In looking at the ads in the Sentinel publication with some large and some 
small, she questioned who makes these decisions and that it is a fairness issue.  
 
Jones asked Donovan to cite some cases to help him understand. Donovan cited cases from 
2004. He said the fourth circuit court of appeals, issued a decision in a case where a school 
district distributed all kinds of materials, and then received a request for a flyer from an 
evangelical organization.  They would not distribute it due to religious content and it went to 
the appeals courts, which said that once they had opened the door to a wide variety of 
different material, they could not deny this one. It was a First Amendment violation. Another 
case had similar facts in the third circuit court of appeals where a school district did not want 
to distribute religious material and denied it, then was found in violation. In another, 
religious flyers were distributed and a parent sued. The school district was found not to have 
violated the establishment cause of the First Amendment.  He added that there are a number 
of trial court cases about the same issues too.  
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Jones said with current practice, we open ourselves up to possibility of lawsuits. Donovan 
said with limited exceptions, we would need to take most flyers if we distribute a wide 
variety of flyers. We are trying to avoid being caught in the middle. Jones said it is difficult 
to come up with something workable. He agrees we should have community consultation 
first. We have to recognize the fact that the community pays the bills. The religious 
component seems to be the biggest stickler in this. Jones noted he believes religion and 
politics do not mix; however, people have a right to know. He thinks we can draw a line – 
you can talk about religious services, but do not engage in religious practices. You can let 
kids know about their services. We do need the community involved as they pay the bills for 
us to operate.  
 
Warstler said the practice of not allowing brochures to go home is in place. He wants this 
changed back to the way it was until the board has a chance to discuss it. He clarified that 
administration decided this, not the board members. Yamrick said we need community 
participation to see what they want their kids to receive. Lord said he does not receive these 
flyers or distributions at his house. He requested a list of what APS sends home to the kids so 
he can see if there is a problem, and then the board will make a decision.  Donovan will get 
that information to Lord. Lord noted the board had the same discussion on health, where the 
district does not want to be sued over events that may or may not happen. Tabacheck said in 
all her kids’ years in school, she did not get many flyers coming home. She would like to 
suggest that before administration puts something into action, that the board has knowledge. 
 Adams said we have a federal law and with good intentions, we are trying to protect the 
district. He added that the board is the decision-making body, so if they want community 
involvement, that is fine. Paroske said she has heard over the last few days from those who 
are mad at us because they were not part of the decision-making process that affects their 
livelihood. She suggests we dispense with this and go back to our old policy. Then convene a 
group and see how things will affect us. See what other districts do as well, since this is a 
federal law. She knows it is not risk-free but there is some things in life that just are; we owe 
more to these people. She encouraged this group to hold meetings and suggested Lord  
participate, representing the board. Paroske said she hears other schools have policies in 
place and have no problems getting their information out into their schools. She would like 
those offering services to our kids to be part of the process. We would at least have a better 
understanding and we would be further ahead. It is a good way to communicate with the 
community. 
 
Paroske took consensus from board members. All were in favor of having this aired with a 
group to see how the community feels, and then the board will make the final decision.  
 

Lotus School for Excellence Charter Contract Approval 
 

The district is finalizing negotiations for a contract with the Lotus School for Excellence 
(conditional approval as a charter school was granted in June 2005). Legal Counsel Brian 
Donovan gave an overview of the terms of the contract. Donovan said the board approved 
this last spring. This fall we reached a tentative agreement, and this contract contains 
standard provisions of all our charter contracts. By March 2006, Lotus’ enrollment is to be at 
100 of its projected 150 enrollment. They have specified the services they will purchase from 
APS, included policy waivers, compliance with open meeting laws, among others. In 
addition, the district has a number of contract revisions unique to the applicant. By Nov. 1, 
Lotus will provide us with detailed information on their educational program. Donovan 
explained that Lotus said they wanted to serve a population representative of the district, and 
this contract holds them to this. Lotus committed to a goal of 40 percent of their students on 
free and reduced lunch. Donovan noted we currently have no problem with the contract.  
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Warstler referred to 5.4.6 of the contract where it states Lotus shall begin serving students in 
grade six; do they expect 100-150 students in grade six? Donovan thanked Warstler for his 
input and the contract would be clarified to reflect Lotus is starting with grades six and 
seven. They will not serve students younger than grade six. The application was approved 
with certain conditions to be met. The application is deemed to be denied Dec.1 if these 
conditions are not met. Donovan noted with this preliminary review, it looks as though we 
will approve.  

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
 No Items 
 

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 

No Items  
 
 

III.  CONSENT AGENDA -ACTION ITEMS
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
District Accountability Advisory Committee Application for Appointment 
 

Student application for the District Accountability Advisory Committee from Zachariah 
Seiden, Rangeview High School. 
 

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

Personnel Items 
 

Van Gytenbeek recommended the board approve the personnel items as presented. 
 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 

 
The consent agenda passed unanimously. 
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 IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
 No Items 

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
 

No Items 
  

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 

No Items 
 

DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

No Items 
 

DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
Readoption of the 2005-06 Budget and Appropriation Resolution 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, budgets for the 2005-06 General, Charter School, Athletic, Bond 
Redemption, Building, Capital Reserve, Colorado Preschool Program, Grants, Internal 
Service, Nutrition Services, Pupil Activity, Risk-Related, Special Programs, and 
Trust/Agency Funds have been prepared, and; 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Colorado Revised Statutes, the board of education of 
each school district shall adopt a budget and an appropriation resolution for each 
fiscal year prior to the beginning of the school year (CRS 22-44-110(4)), and may 
review and change the budget any time prior to October 15 (CRS 22-44-110(5)); 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Joint District No. 
28-J of the Counties of Adams and Arapahoe adopt the following budget amounts and 
appropriate said amount including appropriations by program and object in the 
General Fund of the adopted budget for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005, and ending 
June 30, 2006. 
FUND                                   AMOUNT 
General Fund        $222,784,468 
Charter School Fund             5,065,122 
Athletic Fund                 616,205 
Bond Redemption Fund          30,952,250 
Building Fund                47,845,000 
Capital Reserve Fund            10,886,113 
Colorado Preschool Program Fund                                                            1,733,030  
Grants Fund                                                                                              25,414,320  
Internal Service Fund                                                                                 6,790,717  
Nutrition Services Fund                                                                             8,931,516 
Pupil Activity Fund                                                                                       340,176  
Risk-Related Activity Fund                                                                       3,597,921  
Special Programs Fund                                                                              9,332,531 
Trust/Agency Fund                                                                                     2,479,033 
TOTAL ALL FUNDS                                                                         $376,768,402 
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Weeks recommended the board of education adopt the resolution as presented and the 2005-06 
budget appropriations for the General Operating Fund.  

 
Tabacheck moved, seconded by Jones approval of the recommendation. #7257 
 

Warstler moved, seconded by Jones that the rule requiring a 7-0 vote for a resolution to pass 
on first reading be waived.           #7258 

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Jones, Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
The vote was then taken on the original recommendation. 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Jones, Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
Resolution Authorizing the Use of a Portion of Beginning Fund Balance as Authorized by 
Colorado Statutes 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, C.R.S. 22-44-105 states that a budget, duly adopted pursuant to this 
article, shall not provide for expenditures, interfund transfers, or reserves, in excess of 
available revenues and beginning fund balance; 
 
WHEREAS, the board of education may authorize the use of a portion of the 
beginning fund balance in the budget, stating the amount to be used, the purpose for 
which the expenditure is needed, and the district’s plan to ensure that the use of the 
beginning fund balance will not lead to an ongoing deficit; 
 
WHEREAS, the board of education has determined the beginning fund balances in the 
Bond Fund, Building Fund, Capital Reserve Fund, Copier Services, Print Services, 
Pupil Activity Fund, Nutrition Services Fund, Risk-Related Activity Fund, and Grants 
Fund are sufficient to allow for the one-time expenditures and the action will not lead 
to an ongoing deficit; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with C.R.S. 22-44-105, the board 
of education authorizes the use of a portion of the FY2005-06 Beginning Fund 
Balance for the following funds: Bond Fund, in the amount of $6,802,109 for the 
purpose of defeasing debt as allowed by law; Building Fund, in the amount of 
$47,845,000 for approved bond projects; Capital Reserve Fund, in the amount of 
$4,765,483 for site-identified projects throughout the district; Copier Services Internal 
Service Fund, in the amount of $160,627 for supplies and equipment;  Print Services 
Internal Service Fund, in the amount of $50,043 for supplies and equipment; Pupil 
Activity Fund, in the amount of $25,476 for Drama Club and Yearbook supplies and 
materials; Nutrition Services Fund, in the amount of $1,100,894 for maintaining 
capital equipment; Risk-Related Activity Fund, in the amount of $138,083 for 
insurance premium increases; and the Grants Fund, in the amount of $978,945 for 
day-to-day operations of several grants; 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the use of this portion of the beginning fund balance 
for the purpose/s set forth above will not lead to an ongoing deficit. 
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Weeks recommended the board of education adopt the resolution as presented. 
  

Warstler moved, seconded by Tabacheck approval of the recommendation. #7259 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Jones, Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
Clean School Bus USA Grant – Transportation    
 

The transportation department has received a grant through the Regional Air Quality Council 
for the purpose of reducing emissions from school buses by providing advanced retrofit 
technologies and fuels. This grant will be used to purchase and install diesel oxidation 
mufflers and school bus preheat systems. Funds are used to purchase biodiesel fuels. 

 
Weeks recommended the board of education authorize the expenditure of funds for the Clean 
School Bus USA grant for $54,449.00 and designate Dr. Robert D. Adams as authorized 
representative, and Mr. Scott French as contact person. 
 
Jones asked if this is a one-time grant. French said we would continue to apply as long as 
federal monies are available. Next year we hope for $75,000.  French explained the two 
ingredients used for this process is one fuel made with linseed oil and one fuel made with 
soybean. Both help reduce particulates that diesels emit through their exhaust. The only 
drawback is that the fuel can coagulate, especially in the winter; therefore, we are very 
cautious with the mixture. Yamrick said because the oils are biofuel, they tend to grow in the 
areas where the buses are fixed. Since they are alive in some respects, some studies have 
shown them to cause viruses. She noted we need to be cognizant of this, even though she 
agrees that this is a good move. French said he is aware of this if the fuel is left in the tanks 
and not used; however, he assures her APS does not have much fuel remaining in our tanks, 
as it is all used.  
 
Paroske said she remembers seeing the buses warming up early in the morning and the cloud 
it created. French agreed when the engines are cold we have an area dense with fumes. The 
preheat device works off diesel using minimal fuel to warm the buses up. It is very efficient 
as it heats up in coils the hot water and antifreeze that warms the engine. He added that the 
drivers love them as they can come in 45 minutes before their routes and the radiant heat that 
comes up reduces the ice build-up on the windshields as well. In the past, buses had to run 
nearly an hour or longer to warm up. We are saving fuel and prolonging the life of a motor. 
 
With this grant, we got 12 buses with pre-heaters installed and oxidation mufflers. He 
clarified that some of our new buses came with preheaters. In a few years, we could have all 
buses equipped. We are also able to go back to diesel fuels without any harm to the buses if 
needed. Lord commended French and his department as an area that excels in this district.  
 

Lord moved, seconded by Tabacheck approval of the recommendation. #7260 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Jones, Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 
  Noes:  None 
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V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 
 
Next meeting date 
 

The next business meeting of the board of education will be held Oct. 18, 2005, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the boardroom of the administration building, 1085 Peoria Street. 

 
Opportunity for Audience 
 

Members from the District Accountability Advisory Committee present in the audience were 
recognized. 

 
Jones said this district has done a tremendous job in the last four years educating our kids. We 
still have a small amount of people that disagree. The taxpayers have given us the money to 
educate our kids, and they deserve a better return on their money. He noted that there are a 
few people in this district not wanting to educate our kids and we need to change that. The 
AAI is a useful tool, and he wants to see the progress continue. Jones cautioned that if you 
come here and do not want to educate kids, you do not have to, but do not take the taxpayers’ 
money. He heartily thanked those giving us better classroom management. Jones added that 
he takes offense when he hears this board has not been good to this district. He feels those 
that are angry should get over it and get to educating our students, as that is their job. 
Tabacheck echoed her agreement. 
  

Executive Session 
 
Paroske moved, seconded by Warstler that the board convene to executive  #7261 
session under C.R.S. '24-6-(402)(4)(f)(I), personnel matters. 
   

Roll Call: Ayes:  Jones, Lord, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
 

Adjournment 
 

Being no further business, the regular meeting of the board of education was adjourned at  
8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 ATTEST __________________________ 
Secretary 
 

 
 
  

 _________________________ 
President  
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