
Aurora Public 
Schools

303-344-8060  •  aurorak12.org  •  facebook.com/aurorak12  •  twitter.com/aurorak12

    Congratulations APS Retirees!
Congratulations to the 128 employees who are retiring from APS! We thank them for contributing more than 2,600 
total years of service to students. Our retirees have great plans: spending more time with grandchildren and family, 
travelling, pursuing other work opportunities or simply relaxing. Here are some highlights from this year’s retirees:

Allen Jimenez
Teacher, Aurora Central
33 years

“I’m excited to move on, 
but I’m also going to miss 
the students. Their energy 
is so positive, and I’ll miss 
that. Absolutely every day 
has been great. I get up 
in the morning, and I’m 
happy to come to work. I get to be creative with kids, 
and I get to help them find their creative direction. 
That’s a gift. I’ve loved working for Aurora Public 
Schools for the last 33 years.”

Dean Stecklein
Executive Director, Pickens Technical College
28 years

“I’ve enjoyed every place 
inside and outside APS 
that I’ve worked. The 
common denominator 
is students. I’ve been in 
the greatest profession 
there is, but it’s also one 
of the most challenging 
professions. I think staff, 
regardless of what they do 
in the district, make their 

marks. I’ve worked with some teams that have made a 
big difference to students.”

Cathy Cooley
Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer
28 years

“I’m very excited to retire, 
but it’s sad, because APS 
has been such a big part 
of my life. I’ll miss the 
people – the relationships 
you build, the exciting 
things that are always 
happening – just being a 
part of that. And I love 
the kids. That’s the nice 
thing about the district; the focus is always the kids. So 
it doesn’t matter where you go. You feel like you have 
made some kind of contribution to their lives.”

Brenna Isaacs
President, Aurora Education Association
33 years

“I appreciate everyone that 
I’ve had a chance to work 
with in the district. I’ve 
had wonderful colleagues, 
and I’ve loved getting to 
do the Association work 
as the end of my career, to 
represent teachers in the 
fight for public education 
for students. It’s been hard 
work and difficult work at 

times, but I believe in the union and I believe in what 
the union does in supporting public education and 
teachers. It’s been an honor to get to do that.”


