
   Mrachek Bond Project Update
Completed in 1975, Mrachek Middle School 
has an open-plan design, built without interior 
classroom walls or doors. To improve the current 
learning environment, Mrachek will receive two new 
8-classroom mobiles in summer 2014. 

Because the design of the school is not conducive to 
a quality learning environment, the APS Long Range 
Facilities Advisory Committee and the Citizens 
Bond Oversight Committee have recommended 
replacing Mrachek with a new building. In addition, 
the APS Board of Education recently approved a 
recommendation to reallocate $2.4 million in bond 
funds to design a new Mrachek Middle School. The 
new school would be similar to Aurora Hills Middle 
School and would be built when funds become 
available.

   Looking Forward: 
   Addressing Growth Challenges

Since 2008, Aurora Public Schools has experienced steady enrollment growth, especially at elementary and P-8 
schools. By the 2015-16 school year, APS will not have the school capacity to meet projected enrollment increases. 
Unfortunately, funds remaining from the 2008 bond are not sufficient for new school construction or expansion. 

To address growth challenges and meet student 
needs for the near future, the Board of Education 
recently approved a recommendation to construct 
a new P-8 school on the APS Community Campus 
near 6th Avenue and Airport Boulevard. The new 
school will serve more than 900 students and will 
open in September 2015. The school will be funded 
with Certificates of Participation, a lease financing 
strategy that APS has successfully used in the past to 
fund school construction. 

APS will continue to work with community 
stakeholders to explore solutions for providing safe, 
high-quality learning environments that support 
student success.
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APS Community Members:

Thanks to your support, bond and mill levy funds approved by voters in 2008 and 
2012 are making a difference for every APS student. This report is an update about 
how bond and mill levy dollars are benefitting our students, staff and community.

The APS mill levy programs provide nearly $30 million annually to fund educational 
programs that accelerate learning for every APS student, every day. These funds benefit 
our students in many ways, such as increased preschool openings, math and literacy 
classes, and after-school learning opportunities. You may learn more about our mill 
levy programs on page 2. 
 
As a result of careful financial management, the APS bond program is on time and 
under budget. We are on track to complete all projects by summer 2016. Due to 
careful financial management and a competitive construction market, APS has added 
more than $35 million in savings to the $215 million bond program. This savings has 
enabled us to go beyond our promise to voters by adding dozens of new construction 
and technology projects to benefit our students.

We will continue to update you on the progress of our bond and mill levy programs 
and how they advance student success. Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,
D. Rico Munn, Superintendent

303-344-8060     •     aurorak12.org    •                  •



   Mill Levy Update
The mill levy programs approved by APS voters in 2008 and 2012 provide funding for instruction-related programs 
that support student achievement. For example, mill levy dollars fund increased instruction in math, science and 
literacy, classroom technology and full-day kindergarten at most APS schools.

Other examples of how APS mill levy funds 
benefit students include:
•	 Restoring	middle	and	high	school	classes	that	

were cut due to Colorado budget reductions
•	 Providing	after-school	tutoring	and	extended	

day learning opportunities for students who 
benefit from additional literacy and math 
support

•	 Expanding	educational	programs	such	as	the	
International Baccalureate Programme at 
multiple schools

•	 Supporting	 school	 choice	 by	 providing	
mill levy funds to charter schools based on 
student enrollment

The District Accountability Advisory Committee, comprised of parents, staff and community members, reviews the 
mill levy budget annually at its public budget hearings in May.

To learn more about APS mill levy programs, visit aurorak12.org/mill.

   Bond Program Update
From new and remodeled schools to security improvements 
and state-of-the-art technology, bond dollars are making 
a difference for every APS student. 

Since 2008, the APS bond program has funded nearly $100 
million in new construction, including the Meadowood 
Child Development Center and the APS P-20 Campus, 
which includes Vista PEAK Exploratory P-8 and Vista 
Peak Preparatory 9-12. In addition, bond savings enabled 
APS to replace Aurora Hills Middle School with a new 
building on the same school site.

The 2008 bond has also supported improvements at 
existing schools such as whole building remodels and 
classroom, gymnasium and cafeteria additions. Other 
bond projects include heating, air conditioning and 
mechanical repairs; roof repairs; security system upgrades; 

and building renewal projects. Every APS school has an improved learning environment as a result of the bond 
program.

The Citizens Bond Oversight Committee, comprised of Aurora community members, provides an independent 
review of the bond program to ensure public accountability. 

To learn more about APS bond projects, go to bond.aurorak12.org.

Current Bond Projects

•	 Peoria Elementary — Roof repairs and building renewal 
•	 Sixth Avenue Elementary — Two-classroom addition and 

a new roof 
•	 Vaughn Elementary — Roof repairs 
•	 Gateway High School — Heating, air conditioning and 

building repairs

Technology in the Classroom

The bond and mill levy programs are funding more than $20 million in technology improvements at 
all schools. Since 2008, APS has tripled the number of computers and technology devices that students 
and staff use.

Bond-funded technology projects include:
•	 Annual	upgrades	to	computers	and	technology	at	

all schools and sites
•	 Network	upgrades	and	wireless	expansion	to	meet	

increased demand for data and Internet access
•	 Conversion	 to	 a	 digital	 telephone	 network	 to	

reduce cost and increase reliability

For a complete list of bond technology projects, visit 
bond.aurorak12.org/master-schedule and click on the 
technology schedule link.


