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 I.  PRELIMINARY
 

President Matt Cook called the March 14, 2006, meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present: 
 
Jane Barber, director 
Debbie Barton, director 
Matthew Cook, president 
Judith Edberg, treasurer 
Edward Lord, director 
Susan Tabacheck, secretary 

 
The following members were absent: 
 

Jeanette Carmany, vice president 
 

Also meeting with the board of education were:
 

Robert D. Adams, superintendent of schools 
Anthony W. Sturges, assistant superintendent of support services 
Anthony Van Gytenbeek, assistant superintendent of human resources 
Deborah L. Backus, assistant superintendent of instructional services 
Rodney Weeks, chief financial officer of business services 
Paula Morris, assistant, legal counsel 

 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

President Cook led the board and audience in the pledge to the flag and welcomed visitors.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved with the addition of Information Item II-A-2, Action of the 
State Board of Education Charter School Hearing, CP Charter Schools. 
 

 
 
 II. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Items of Current Interest 
 

Adams noted the Colorado Association of Elementary School Principals named Dalton 
Elementary School Principal Dianne Dugan the 2006 Colorado National Distinguished 
Principal. She will be honored, along with winners from other states, in Washington, D.C. 
by the U.S. Department of Education.  Congratulations to Dugan for this outstanding 
award.   
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Adams welcomed South Middle School eighth-grader Darren Sanders to the meeting 
tonight.  Adams noted after Hurricane Katrina destroyed Sanders’ home in New Orleans, 
he was inspired to write about the city he loves for an honors English class assignment.  
Sanders moved to Aurora last September.  He has made a smooth transition to South 
Middle School, and is enrolled in ninth-grade honors geometry and honors English at 
Aurora Central High School.  Sanders read the poem he wrote, “Rekindle the Everlasting 
Flame,” to the group.   
 
Adams invited Sanders forward, where Cook presented him with an “Outstanding 
Academic Achievement in English” award from the board of education Adams then 
acknowledged Sanders’ honors English teacher, Garrett Rosa, who was present tonight.  
Rosa congratulated Sanders and stated that he is gifted.  Knowing who he was and where 
he was coming from was important.  Sanders energy and voice serve as a model for all the 
class.  Rosa stated his wife used Sanders’ poem as a study in imagery for her 11thgrade 
class.  Adams noted that grade level does not dictate performance.  It is important to listen 
to what students can do.  Cook then presented Rosa with an “Excellence in English 
Teaching” award from the board. 
 
Tabacheck commended the ACHS basketball team and said they were number one, even 
though they did not make it all the way.   
 
Cook echoed all that was said and noted poetry was something he enjoyed and that it was 
great to hear from someone new to our community. 

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES  
 
Policy Revisions 
 

Backus stated in order to comply with HB 05-1057, policies IHCDA and JRA/JRC had to 
be revised. She invited Director of Student Achievement William Stuart to the staff table 
to review the policy changes, included as Attachment II-C-1.  Stuart stated a law was 
passed last year to compel school districts to advise parents on the Colorado Commission 
on Higher Education admissions standards for being enrolled in a four-year program.  The 
first three paragraphs outline the requirements:   (1) provide a list of eighth graders and 
their addresses, (2) make parents aware of the admission requirements and (3) assure that 
any contract we enter into with a postsecondary organization complies with the law.  They 
must comply with the law, but we are responsible for ensuring we have that component in 
our contracts. 
 
We decided to include it in our existing postsecondary policy (IHCDA) to avoid writing a 
new policy.  Stuart noted the language was mostly taken from a CASB sample policy.  We 
also felt it was important to include this information in our student records release policy 
(JRA/JRC).  The policies will return for action on April 4, 2006.  Tabacheck noted that it 
was good to be right on target with our policy revision.  Stuart noted that a letter went out 
to parents in the past two weeks containing this information as well as high school 
registration information. 
 
Cook apologized for skipping over the Division of the Superintendent’s newly-added 
agenda item, II-A-2, CP Charter School report and invited Adams to present it. 
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DIVISION OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 
CP of Colorado Charter School, Report of Action of State Board of Education 
 

Adams, Edberg and Donovan attended the Colorado State Board hearing on Thursday, 
March 9 Adams invited Legal Counsel Brian Donovan to the staff table to update the 
board on the remanding authority of the state board.  Donovan reported that the Colorado 
State Board of Education, in a 6-1 decision, was not persuaded by our arguments for 
denial and remanded the CP charter school application back to us.  We have 30 days in 
which to reconsider the decision.  This would take us to April 10, but unless we called a 
special board meeting, we must decide by the April 4 meeting.  Donovan summarized a 
lengthy discussion with the state board about their grounds for sending it back.  We 
argued that the CP program, primarily Core Knowledge, was not effective with ELL and 
Special Education; the state board was not persuaded.  We did not think their ELL 
immersion program was sufficiently planned out; again, they disagreed with us.  Location 
is one of the issues with this school. They propose to locate just outside APS, technically 
within Denver Public Schools boundaries.  We believe the law requires us to find that 
location outside of our boundaries was necessary for the efficient operation of the district, 
and we would need to obtain written permission from the DPS board.  
Cook returned to the second Division of Instruction agenda item. 

 
Instructional Intervention Model 
 

Backus noted that we are celebrating the wonderful teaching that has occurred in our 
middle schools.  The Division of Instruction is looking at this co-planning, co-teaching 
model for all students, not just special education or special populations, but an actual 
model for all with the focus on accelerating student achievement.   
 
Teachers from North (Ceasar Maldonado) and South middle schools (Steve Beaudoin and 
Jeff Van Iwarden) presented their instructional intervention model and achievement 
results to the board of education.  These teachers have implemented a co-teaching model 
with the focus on accelerating student achievement.  They presented a slide show to the 
board.  Backgrounds on the teachers were presented by Director of Student Achievement 
Rich Patterson, who stated that they were going to show us astounding data.  Maldonado 
has taught for 16 years and been in special education for quite some time.  The last several 
years, he has been working with Brian Bowles, Instructional Coordinator for Inclusion, to 
narrow Maldonado’s focus in math at the middle school level.  He has sat on the Aurora 
Education Association board and is a current representative.  Beaudoin has been in the 
district for two years and is a math teacher-leader at South.  He is currently an AEA board 
member and representative.  Van Iwarden has been a SIED teacher and has focused this 
year working with 7th and 8thgrade clusters of special education students.  The presentation 
showed their model of co-teaching, and how the model is about teaching every child, 
every day.  Van Iwarden explained that the balance of time was not always the same, but 
was equal.  Maldonado said he was lucky to have his own classroom where he could work 
with nearly proficient students.  He works in conjunction with the regular academic 
teachers.  It is a different approach than at South, but it helps students to succeed.  There 
are four pieces of co-teaching:  supportive teaching, parallel teaching, complementary 
teaching and team teaching.  The bottom line is the teachers assume responsibility for all 
the students in the classroom, no matter who can best reach him/her.  They do not make a 
difference between special education and regular education students.  They constantly 
evaluate how they can assist each other to address the issues of students.   
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They use numerous methods to work with these students.  They are always checking to 
see if students understand.  They believe that if we give every student grade-level content 
and grade-level expectations, they will come up to grade level. 
 
Concepts are the building blocks of mathematics; they are the ‘nouns of mathematics.’  
Learners will not engage with a demonstration unless they believe that they are potential 
‘doers’ or ‘owners’ of the mathematics, e.g. how they can use these skills.  They explained 
how a visually impaired student is gaining confidence because of the concepts they utilize.  
Students dictate what they need to know and what they understand.  We take cues from 
that.  Special education and regular education students share ideas/concepts and learn from 
each other.   
 
They shared some results for student growth.  Students are, on average, experiencing more 
than one-year’s growth.  If we do not expose those special education students to grade-
level expectations, how will they ever make grade level?  Backus stated that this is exactly 
what we need to see in order to close the achievement gaps for those students who are 
behind.  This is true for all learners that have achievement gaps.  Maldonado said we need 
to probe and probe and guide communication so we can instill responsibility and 
ownership; then learners will be encouraged to bridge that gap.   
 
Four sample students were chosen.  Information on these students from the 2005-06 
MAPs showed tremendous gains, ranging from 7-22 points.  The work done with the 
teachers to decide how to bridge gaps has made a tremendous difference.  It shows that the 
intervention class and working closely with regular classroom teachers is working.  
Twenty-four points is equal to a two-year gain.  Backus added that three of these four 
sample students would have now moved into proficiency from the unsatisfactory level.  
Backus said MAP results are very important to us because they are closely correlated to 
the CSAP.    
 
Backus stated that interviews are a summary of how the child does, given in an on-going 
way throughout the year so teachers know what to teach the child next.  They were 
developed by APS teachers and are an amazingly high-quality tool.  Exposing the students 
to high-level thinking and not staying ‘stuck’ on the concept alone has helped the students 
to make growth in other areas.   
 
When discussing student D:  Inside your packet, you can see the ‘24’ cards that a 
particular student can now use, when 30 days ago she could not compose to 10,100 and 
1000 effectively.  She is now confident enough to enter a competition with other schools.  
It is an immense growth.   
 
Backus noted that growth rates are important for our children.  Maldonado said it is 
important for our students to learn to be able to show support and encourage them and 
each other to take risks.  They then showed a photo slide show of the students learning and 
teaching each other, to the tune of Garth Brooks singing “Outside the Fire.”   
 
Tabacheck commented that she appreciated them recognizing all students without a label 
and acknowledging that everyone has their weakness.  It is too bad we cannot get the 
whole world to see every child as equal.  Barber said she had visited the North classroom 
and vowed she would visit whenever she was depressed, and humorously noted she will 
visit a lot during the budget process.  Backus stated that when she saw Maldonado at 
North and commented to him about his success with students, Maldonado stated it was not 
him, it was the kids.   
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Backus added, on behalf of her division and the district, we are honored that you teach 
with us and for us.   
 
Adams personally thanked them for being the model of professionalism in the ranks of 
teaching and added they have modeled what happens when you give kids hope: they will 
learn and excel.  A label is not a life-sentence in this district.  Thank you for that. 

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
 No Items 
 

III. CONSENT AGENDA -ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
 No Items 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 

 
 Personnel Items 

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 

No Items 
 

DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 

 
The consent agenda passed 6-0   
         
 IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

 
Global Village Academy Charter School 
 

Adams introduced Legal Counsel Brian Donovan, who distributed a resolution of 
conditional approval that is agreeable to both staff and to GVA.  This is a result of the 
state board remanding the application back to us after an appeal hearing.  We have been in 
negotiations and Donovan updated the board on the terms.  Donovan stated that we settled 
on two initial language strands at the school instead of three, a Mandarin/English and a 
Spanish/English strand.   
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GVA agreed to open fall 2007, to allow them more time to prepare.  Another important 
issue is that we have a school representative of district demographics.  GVA has agreed to 
ensure that at least 25 percent of its students will be eligible for free or reduced lunch and 
15 percent will be ELA.  Another item of importance to us is that teachers must speak at 
adequate English levels to communicate in safety situations, as well as to communicate 
effectively with the students, staff and parents.  This is a school that is going to attempt to 
recruit native language speakers, so that is why this is an issue.  Another issue we resolved 
is whether a pure dual-language model must be on each strand.  We agreed that a one-way 
immersion model proposed by the school may be employed.  Resolution also included a 
number of standard requirements, such as when they will have a site, dates when detailed 
curriculum and assessment methods will be established, initial and final dates for 
enrollment of students, that all teachers must be highly qualified and have all immigration 
issues resolved prior to a certain date.  The resolution is a compromise and negotiations 
have led us to this point.  We feel it is a reasonable conditional approval, given all the 
circumstances.   

 
Edberg moved to suspend the rule requiring a vote of   7-0 on a first reading of a 
resolution to allow this item to be decided by a majority of those present, seconded by 
Tabacheck.            #7282 

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Barber, Barton, Cook, Edberg, Lord, Tabacheck 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
Adams said he would read a basic resolution and a recommendation for the record.  He 
specified that the actual resolution would be entered into the official record, but that it 
would take too long to read tonight. 
 
Adams read “Now, therefore, be it resolved by the board that the charter school 
application is approved for GVA to begin operations as a charter school in the fall of 2007 
for the 2007-08 school year for a term of three years, subject to and pending satisfaction of 
the following terms and conditions, as well as all other terms and conditions as may be 
required by law. 
   
The recommendation is that the board would accept the resolution and grant conditional 
approval under these conditions to Global Village Academy.”   
 
Edberg recommended, seconded by Barber, approval of the resolution.                      #7283  

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Barber, Cook, Edberg, Tabacheck 
 
  Noes:  Barton, Lord 

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

No Items 
  

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
 No Items 
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DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Naming of the School at 875 Peoria St.  

 
On March 7, 2006, the board of education received historical information about the school 
at 875 Peoria St. and its former name of Peoria Elementary School.  Sturges recommended 
the board of education rename the school at 875 Peoria St., Peoria Elementary School.   
 
Edberg moved, seconded by Lord, the board of education approve the  
recommendation.   #7284 

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Barber, Barton, Cook, Edberg, Lord, Tabacheck 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
Magnet School for Gifted and Talented Students 
 

On March 7, 2006, the board of education was provided a proposal for a new gifted and 
talented magnet school to be constructed using proceeds from the bond issues approved in 
2002.  The new school would be located on district-owned property east of Airport 
Boulevard between the Aurora Public Schools Community Campus and the 
Transportation Department bus yard.  The total project cost would be $14.7 million.  
Funds would come from bond premium and interest earnings not currently allocated for 
any other purpose.   
 
Sturges recommended the board of education approve the proposal to build a new gifted 
and talented magnet school and establish an initial budget of $14.7 million for the project 
(funded from bond premiums and interest earnings.) 
 
Lord moved, seconded by Edberg, the board of education approve the  
recommendation.        #7285 

 
Roll Call: Ayes:  Barber, Barton, Cook, Edberg, Lord, Tabacheck 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 

No Items  
 
 

    
V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 

 
Correspondence 
 

Cook noted that he and Edberg were invited to attend a Frontier K-8 parent group and 
there were 45 parents.  The high parent involvement is encouraging. 
Lord expressed his concerns about the state board of education’s ruling in the charter 
school matter.  He said that he believes that the local district has been held hostage by that 
board and that the state board should stop this practice. 
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Opportunity for Audience 
 

Valerie Terzic, 1116 S. Biscay Court, 80017 (303-755-1688) stated she is a parent of  two 
students, one at Aurora Hills Middle School and one at Murphy Creek K-8.  She wanted to 
express concern about using one grading system for the whole K-8, whereby the whole 
school uses the elementary grading system.  Her concern is that students are graded on 
achievement and effort.  A child can be marked proficient because they are achieving, but 
on effort, they can be marked as minimal.  Her main concern is for middle school students, 
are we really preparing them for high school by using that grading system?  Her son gets 
frequent reports.  Every three weeks, he gets a progress report.  That does not happen in 
the K-8 upper grades.  She has talked to Cassie Para, principal.  Para said the school she 
worked at before used the elementary system K-4, but letter grades in 5th to 8th grades.  As 
a parent, Terzic asks if we will consider that.  Cook said we would get with staff and bring 
information back to her and the parent group at Frontier about this.  Terzic asked if it was 
the board and not the principal who determined the system.  She believes that kids will be 
shocked when they get to high school and have been in this system.   

 
Next meeting date 
 

The next business meeting of the board of education will be held April 4, 2006, at 6:30 
p.m. in the boardroom of the administration building, 1085 Peoria Street. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Being no further business, the regular meeting of the board of education was adjourned at  
7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 

 ATTEST __________________________ 
Secretary 
 

 
 
  

 _____________________ 
President  

 


	SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
	Items of Current Interest
	DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
	DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES


	Personnel Items
	No Items

	Adjournment

