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August 2, 2005 
 

 
 
 I.  PRELIMINARY
 

President Madolyn Paroske called the August 2, 2005, meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present: 
 
Debbie Barton, secretary 
Willie Jones, vice president 
Madolyn Paroske, president 
Susan Tabacheck, director 
Steve Warstler, treasurer 
Barbara Yamrick, director (late arrival, 6:50 p.m.) 
 

The following members were absent: 
 
Edward Lord, director 
 

Also meeting with the board of education were:
 

Robert D. Adams, superintendent of schools 
Anthony W. Sturges, assistant superintendent of support services 
Anthony Van Gytenbeek, assistant superintendent of human resources 
Deborah L. Backus, assistant superintendent of instructional services 
Rodney Weeks, chief financial officer of business services 
Susan B. McKay, assistant, board of education 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

President Paroske led the board and audience in the pledge to the flag and welcomed visitors.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved as written. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

The minutes of the regular meeting of the board of education held June 21, 2005, were 
approved as written. 

 II.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Items of Current Interest 
 

Community members are invited to a groundbreaking for the district’s second K-8 school on 
Monday, Aug. 8 from 5-6 p.m.  The school is located at Conservatory Parkway and Jericho 
Way in southeast Aurora.  Construction will be funded with bond dollars approved by 
district voters in 2002.  The school is scheduled to open in August 2006. 
 
Adams announced this Thursday and Friday, from 3:30 to 5 p.m., is the Aurora Education 
Foundation’s annual supply giveaway for new teachers. It is an opportunity for new teachers 
to collect items they can use in their classrooms.  
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New America Charter School, Policy Waiver Requests 
 

Charter schools typically request waiver from certain school district policies. Legal Counsel 
Brian Donovan explained there is one minor change to the information shared with board 
members: Policy DJB, Purchasing Procedures, establishes policies for purchasing 
procedures. The charter requests the $20,000 limit in regard to competitive bidding be raised 
to $50,000. Board members inquired if Donovan was comfortable with the waivers being 
requested and he noted that he is. Donovan added that we’ve informed NAS we would not 
grant waivers for the sexual harassment and conflict of interest policies until we were able to 
review their substitutions for these policies. This item will return for action August 16. 
 
Principal Mark Hernandez was present and recognized from the audience. 

 
Naming of School, K-8 #2 
 

At the June 21 meeting of the board of education, suggestions for naming of the K-8 #2 
school were discussed. No conclusions were made at that time, so the item was moved 
forward to this evening.  

 
Tabacheck motioned, seconded by Warstler that the names Aurora Frontier K-8 #7239 
and Jericho K-8 be considered and appear as action item IV-A-1. 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Barton, Jones, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler 
 
  Noes:  None 

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES

 
No Items 
 

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
Colorado Student Assessment Program 2005 
 

Director of Assessment and Research Lisa Escárcega gave the board of education a report of 
Colorado Student Assessment Program 2005. Escárcega said there is much to celebrate, 
especially in our secondary schools. The results also give us clear direction in areas that need 
improvement. 
 
Escárcega began with demographics, noting that with the 13 percent increase over three years 
of English Language Learners and our high mobility rate (29 percent of students taking the 
2005 CSAP were not enrolled in APS in spring 2003), it is difficult to look from year-to-year 
to see if we have went up and or down. Escárcega noted the ELL student count did not 
increase from 2004-05 school year except in grade four. This creates stability in our scores 
and we do not have to do a cohort analysis. The largest numbers of ELL students are in our 
elementary levels. 
 
Free and reduced lunch enrollment increased approximately 5 percent at all grade levels.  
Weighted Index has improved, and is tied to School Accountability Reports. Escárcega 
explained that when you look at changes in WI, it tells us if we have moved students from the 
bottom; if WI goes down, we lost kids at the bottom. This is a good indicator for Adequate 
Yearly Progress as well.  
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Backus noted that this is the piece missing from the newspaper reports. AYP information will 
be out in a few weeks and SAR’s come out December 1. Overall, APS posted the largest 
number of gains and the least number of losses since CSAP 2002. CSAP 2005 had six gains, 
three losses; CSAP 2004 had three gains, seven losses; CSAP 2003 had four gains and five 
losses.  In our district we have held to a 3 percent gain or loss.  
 
Reading 2005, grades 3-10, posted two of the three losses. There was an increase in seventh 
grade and the rest remained fairly stable. The WI goes up and down. Grades eight and nine 
were up, which were mainly males and ELL students.  
 
District writing 2005 was pretty flat. Fourth grade had 7 percent loss. Escárcega explained 
this shows us there is a pace set for this group, and they will need intervention to pull them 
up. Sixth grade had a 2 percent increase, but the WI went down. Grades seven and eight 
showed significant gains, and high schools remained stable. 
 
Math 2005 was wonderful for us. APS is up in grades five through 10. We had targeted fifth 
grade and the results show we are up 9 percent. Grades six through eight also showed 
significant increases. We moved many students from unsatisfactory, which is reflected by the 
WI. This will impact AYP and help middle schools particularly.  
 
WI by ethnicity showed whites remaining at stable performance with significant increases for 
blacks, Hispanics and Asians. Escárcega explained it is the math results that are taking these 
upward.  It is our goal to improve scores for minorities and it is working. It would take us five 
consecutive years at this rate to close the gap; we are 20 percent of the way there.  
 
The WI by language groups remains hard to compare to the state as the demographics differ. 
Our ELL students outperform the state in all subjects. WI by exceptional students is down this 
year, although last year they posted the largest gains in a long time. We will be spending a lot 
of time looking at further data for this group. WI for AGATE students is high. Their scores 
compared to the state are very comparable. Although we outdo the state in many areas, they 
have a higher advanced number than us. We went up 200 students this year in AGATE. 
Backus clarified, we identify students that have a potential to be high performers. We have to 
identify all groups for this and then work on the achievement of these students to get them to 
proficient and advanced.  Jones asked why some AGATE students fall in the unsatisfactory 
category. Escárcega said she knows of a student that took the ACT and scored well into the 
30’s; then didn’t apply themselves to the CSAP test. We have some twice-exceptional 
students that will struggle in a timed test – that is going to happen on occasion, although it 
will be a small percentage. Tabacheck recognized there were more students identified this 
year indicating the process has extended to all schools and everyone. Backus said it was 
superintendent’s goal to identify AGATE across all levels, and we’re proud of the increase in 
these numbers.  
 
WI by most at-risk were students we identified last spring as being low and at a high risk of 
dropping out, grades one through 10. Reading did not change much, writing went down, and 
math went up 2.8 percent. Escárcega explained that this happens with this small number of 
students.  
 
ACT was simple to interpret this year and we are up. This reflects the number of 11th graders 
enrolled last year around April 15.  
 
Backus said we’ve got great gains in math and recognized instructional coordinators Rachel 
Coulehan, Jim Hogan, and Barb Peterson. Backus added there is more work to do in reading 
and writing. We are now changing to a literacy focus that includes both reading and writing.  
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We will focus on holding a high standard of performance in those areas. In addition, we will 
be more intentional in what students are doing in independent reading and writing. Directors 
will work more often with principals and schools now. Backus noted there were good gains in 
middle school reading. Also that it is tremendous that the second language program is as good 
as it is. We do have work to do on our exceptional student program. We have a good handle 
on what we need to do more of, the same and differently.  
 
Warstler inquired about scores in grades three and four, and how that reflects in the gains 
shown in grade five. Escárcega said these are a bit above what we started with grade five, and 
we hope to target continual gains. Jones pointed out that this year, males had higher scores 
than females. He commended Backus and her team on their hard work; noting the results have 
a lot to do with the talent of this group, the AAI and the people in this district. 
 
Jones inquired about the district distribution report and what we do to move high and low 
students forward. Escárcega said although unsatisfactory is a large category we are on the 
high-end of that. Schools identify who these students are and they are targeted for AYP. 
Paroske asked on the distribution report; if you’re on the high end, doesn’t it sometimes make 
a difference of only a couple of questions. Escárcega acknowledged that students can bounce 
between proficient and advanced by only a question or two. It is the partially proficient to 
proficient, that they spend the most effort on the questions, as one or two questions can make 
a big difference. 
 
Jones asked how we moved more of our AGATE students to the advanced category. 
Escárcega said last year we went through the test and item mapping. We carefully look at the 
differences between good and great and what needs to be put in place this year. Backus 
explained that with language issues, we often see the literacy skills lagging behind the math 
gains. Math skills are not as language-dependent. It will take us longer to get higher levels of 
proficiency with second language students and most at-risk. Backus recognized the literacy 
group who has worked tremendously on accelerating growth:  Lisa Toner, Jean Dawn and 
Charlotte Butler. 
 
Tabacheck commended Backus, Escárcega and the expertise of their team. She added that 
with Escárcega being able to break down these numbers, it is a way we can keep ahead and 
keep our students competitive. Yamrick asked Escárcega for the high school data for 11th- and 
12-graders; those initially enrolled, the number that graduated and the number that took the 
ACT.  
 
Adams said when organizations begin to move forward, you have to thank everyone. 
Everyone in this organization works hard each day. He has never been in a classroom and not 
seen a teacher working hard. We’ve had difference of opinions on how to get to a place, but 
we are all charged to do the best we can everyday for the students in this district. Adams said 
he thinks the theory of action is a sustaining one. When we build a capacity of teachers, and 
are clear on the standards, we will continue to see marked improvement. Next, we need to 
build the capacity of parents to better help children to learn. Adams explained that this is 
imperative in a district with our demographics. Everyone loves their children and wants them 
to do their best. Sometime parents don’t have the language skills and capacity to help them do 
that, they need our help. He thanked the board for moving this district forward noting it is a   
privilege for him to serve this board.  
 
Warstler said most parents do not understand the huge difference they could make in their 
child’s education with just a little work with them each week, adding the district needs to get 
this information out to parents.  
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DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Utility Easement at 100-Acre Property Site 
 

The board is asked to consider a proposal under threat of condemnation from the East Cherry 
Creek Valley Water and Sanitation District for a proposed acquisition of a 30-foot-wide 
permanent and a 50-foot-wide temporary construction easement on the district’s 100-acre 
land site located at Harvest Road and the Sixth Avenue extension. Bowes and Company 
completed an appraisal and valued the requested easement at $34,300.  District attorneys at 
Caplan and Earnest negotiated a proposed settlement figure of $34,000 with ECCV.  This 
easement is submitted for board of education consideration. Planning Coordinator Josh 
Hensley explained that the district was approached last October by ECCV, as they wanted to 
pipe water from Barr Lake to a new facility they were building in southeast. Aurora. They 
wanted to use a pipe from Colorado Interstate Gas that runs through our property. That gas 
line easement was somewhat of a problem. The additional 45 feet wouldn’t change our plans, 
but we weren’t interested in losing that property. ECCV came back to us claiming eminent 
domain, so we negotiated a price. They reduced the easement request to 30 feet in March, and 
offered us $17,400. After obtaining legal advice and obtaining an appraisal, the parties were 
able to settle on a figure of $34,000.  
 
Yamrick expressed the opinion the school district has the right to condemn as well, and we 
could have challenged them had we chosen to do this. Hensley noted that our actions were 
based upon legal advice, which we consider to be sound. The gas line easement would be 
approximately a 100-acre strip of property where we could not build a building; however, we 
could build things such as playfields and parking lots on it. Yamrick asked how many acres 
are in each parcel. Hensley answered two-thirds fall within the west side and one-third on the 
east side. Yamrick asked why we didn’t offer them a 100-year lease. Hensley said ECCV 
wanted to work it as a permanent easement. Hensley added that ECCV was very professional 
in their dealings and this was a good compromise for all. 

 
Fire Lane and Two Utility Easements at Hinkley High School 
 

As part of the Hinkley High School remodel, the city of Aurora is requesting two easements.  
The first easement is a utility and fire lane easement and the second easement is a separate 
utility easement.  Both easements are required under the municipal code of Aurora, Colorado. 
The utility and fire lane easement description is attached (see “Utility and Fire Lane 
Easement”). This utility and fire lane easement will contain a 0.431-acre area and a 0.606-
acre area (see exhibits A and B under the “Utility and Fire Lane Easement”).  The second 
utility easement description is also attached (see “Utility Easement”).  This second utility 
easement consists of four areas of APS property located at Hinkley High School.  These areas 
are described in the “Utility Easement” as follows:  0.166 acres (see Exhibit A), 0.006 acres 
(see Exhibit B), 0.004 acres (see Exhibit C) and 0.003 acres (see Exhibit D).  The two 
easements are submitted to the board of education for consideration. 

 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 

No Items  
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III.  CONSENT AGENDA -ACTION ITEMS
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Superintendent’s Contract 
 

The board of education has collectively reviewed terms and conditions of the contract for 
Superintendent of Schools Robert D. Adams. The board authorizes the president to enter into 
a contract with the superintendent for the period July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2008, on the 
terms specified in the contract.  

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 

 
Personnel Items 
 

Van Gytenbeek recognized the retirements of Linda Turner, 25 years; Carmen Torres, 5 
years; Dennis M. McCarthy, 26 years, and Lillian Pope, 33 years of service with the district. 
He then recommended the board approve the personnel items as presented. 

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 

 
The consent agenda passed unanimously. 
              

 IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Naming of School, K-8 #2 
 

Adams recommended the board of education select the name Jericho K-8 or Aurora Frontier 
K-8. 

 
Warstler moved, seconded by Jones that the rule requiring a 7-0 vote for a resolution to pass 
on first reading be waived with respect to the current item.    #7240 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Barton, Jones, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 

   Noes:  None 
 

 
Warstler motioned, seconded by Tabacheck to vote on the slate presented to name the new K-
8 #2 school, by majority vote.      
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Jones said he thought it was so important that we named the school on something to do with 
learning, and the mastery of skills. Especially with this being a new school, and the K-8 
concept new to us in this district. He had suggested to the board, the name Erudition K-8.  
Jones shared Erudition K-8 outcomes he had in mind:  mental cultivation, broadening of the 
mind, mastery of skills, knowledge, education, learning through knowledge and experience, 
developing a community of learners, and preparing today’s students to live in tomorrow’s 
world. He added erudition is synonymous with:  knowledge, intelligence, insight, foresight, 
astuteness, sagacity, wisdom, farsightedness, perception, learning, scholarly, book learning, 
literacy, intellect and sophistication. Warstler applauded Jones’ suggestion, indicating it was 
most likely the name and pronunciation as to why it didn’t survive.  
 
Paroske then polled each board member as to their preference:  Jericho K-8 or Aurora 
Frontier K-8.  Paroske and Yamrick favored Jericho K-8; Barton, Jones, Tabacheck and 
Warstler were in favor of Aurora Frontier K-8.  Paroske announced, by majority vote, the new 
name would be Aurora Frontier K-8. 
 

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
 

No Items 
  

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 

  No Items 
 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Milk and Dairy Products Bid 
 

The district solicited bids for milk and dairy products for 2005.  Included in this bid are 35 
line items for various dairy products. The largest annual expenditure is for milk; the district 
serves approximately two million half-pints annually.  In an effort to solicit competitive 
pricing, nutrition services invited five vendors to submit bids. Bids were received from 
Robinson Dairy and Sinton Dairy, with Sinton Dairy having the lowest bid.     

 
Milk prices have increased.  This increase is due to the “New Look of Milk.”  The containers 
will now be plastic bottles instead of the paper cartons.  Studies have shown that students are 
much more accepting of the plastic bottle and milk consumption increases. Cartons have 
always had the problem of leaking and being difficult to open.  

 
Both dairies bid on all three options.  The cost of milk is expected to go down after the fall 
season so based on this we are recommending we accept Bid Option One which allows for 
variable pricing based on the raw milk price as determined by the United States Department 
of Agriculture Federal Market Order.  Sinton Dairy sends a monthly report stating the raw 
milk price. 
 
Sturges recommended the board of education award the bid to Sinton Dairy based on Bid 
Option One, which is variable pricing with opportunity for monthly increases or decreases.     
 The estimated value of this contract is $500,000 for the one-year term.  

 
Barton moved, seconded by Warstler approval of the recommendation. #7241 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Barton, Jones, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler, Yamrick 
 
  Noes:  None 
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Sand Creek Lateral and Antero Reservoir Water Rights 
 

On June 21, 2005, the board was asked to consider a proposed non-monetary exchange of 
Antero Reservoir Water Rights owned by the district for Sand Creek Lateral land owned by 
the Denver Water Board located at the school site on Peoria Street.  Upon acquiring the title 
for this land, the district will be able to grant all of the required utility and fire lane easements 
as required by the city of Aurora.  Bond consultant Dick Huwa explained these are the water 
rights the district has owned for decades, and has not been able to use. Warstler added that 
these are secondary water rights, not primary. Sturges recommended the board of education 
approve the proposal as submitted. 
 

Tabacheck moved, seconded by Barton approval of the recommendation. #7242 
 

Roll Call: Ayes:  Barton, Jones, Paroske, Tabacheck, Warstler,  
 
  Noes:  Yamrick 

 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 

No Items 
 

V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 
 
Opportunity for Audience 
 

Christine A. Brooks, 805 Dearborn, 303-360-0725, spoke to the length of school day at 
Hinkley High School. Brooks feels the day is too long with no breaks. She explained that 
students are in class 4 hours and 15 minutes before lunch, with only 5 minutes to change 
classes, leaving no time for breaks. Brooks said the day is too long and unfair to kids. She 
added that we don’t do this in the labor force, and it shouldn’t be done in school. 

 
Next meeting date 
 

The next business meeting of the board of education will be held Aug. 16, 2005, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the boardroom of the administration building, 1085 Peoria Street. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Being no further business, the regular meeting of the board of education was adjourned at 
8:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 ATTEST __________________________ 
Secretary 
 

 
 
  

 _________________________ 
President  
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