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 I.  PRELIMINARY
 

President Matt Cook called the Aug. 15, 2006, meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present: 
 
Jane Barber, director 
Debbie Barton, director 
Jeanette Carmany, vice president 
Matthew Cook, president 
Edward Lord, director 
Susan Tabacheck, secretary 
Judith Edberg, treasurer 
 

The following members were absent: 
 
 

Also meeting with the board of education were:
 

John L. Barry, superintendent of schools 
Anthony Van Gytenbeek, assistant superintendent of human resources 
Anthony Sturges, assistant superintendent of support services 
William Stuart, assistant superintendent of instructional services 
Rodney Weeks, chief financial officer of business services 
Linda Ruder, assistant, board of education 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Cook led the board and audience in the pledge to the flag and welcomed visitors.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 

Deletion of Action Item D-1 – 2006-07 High School Attendance Area Recommendation 
from the Division of Support Services.  This item was moved from information to action 
and voted on and approved at the Aug. 1 board meeting.  Addition of Information Item 
III-A-3, 6th grade athletics. 
 
The agenda was approved as amended. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

The minutes of the regular meeting of the board of education held Aug. 1, 2006 will be 
amended to reflect information item II-D-1, High School Attendance Area Recommendation, 
being moved to action item IV-D-1 and passing successfully by a 6-1 vote.   

  
 II. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Items of Current Interest  
 

The 2006-07 school year is off to a great start.  Welcome back to the more than 30,000  
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Aurora Public Schools students who started classes today.  We also welcome  
approximately 325 new teachers to our district this year.  We look forward to a great year. 
 
The district’s newest school, Aurora Frontier, K-8, opened to more than 500 students.  
Paris and Peoria elementary schools also re-opened after full remodels and rebuilds.  These 
are just three examples of school improvements made possible with bond funds approved 
by Aurora voters in 2002. 
 
To get a glimpse of what the first day of school was like, the communication services team 
has a slide show of first day activities. 
 
Carmany stated that there is nothing like the activities of the first day of school with the 
excitement the kids bring each year and she thanked custodians, teachers, principals, 
clerical help, administrators and everyone in the district who had a hand in starting the year 
and wished everyone a great successful school year. 
 
Tabacheck commended and thanked the community for attending the open houses.  She 
attended Lansing and Dartmouth open houses and thanked the community. 
 
Barber congratulated Cook on being chosen the best politician by the Aurora Sentinel. 
 
Cook congratulated Mr. Leid, Executive Director of the Foundation for Educational 
Excellence, on the recent birth of their new son. 
 
Rich Blegen, district WEB manager, presented a slide show of several of the schools first 
day activities within the district. 
 
E-470 Education Master Planning Project 
 
Leid, along with Wayne Eckerling, co project manager and Alan Belfair, co project 
manager presented the current phase of the project.   
 
The E-470 master planning project encompasses the land that is slightly north of 56th 
avenue at E-470 running south all the way to Quincy, which is roughly the dividing line 
between Cherry Creek Schools and Aurora Public Schools all the way east to the Bennet 
School District border including Murphy Creek and a couple of the other newer 
communities that are starting to come on line.  The vast majority of this land is yet to be 
developed.   
 
The question is why an education master planning project? 

• There is increasing competition for housing sales, both new and resale 
• More information available to parents about school districts and what is going on in 

individual schools through the internet and other sources 
• School districts have to compete for children 
• Diverse student body with a variety of interests, both academically and 

professionally 
• School reform options available 
• Facing a scarcity of public resources 
• Expectations getting larger and money is shrinking 

 
Future of corridor: 

• Roughly 50,000 homes over the next 20-25 years 
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• Approximately 150,000 new residents 
• 25,000 new students will nearly double the size of the school district 
• 20-22 new schools with price tag of just under 700 million dollars (this is new 

school construction only and does not include maintaining existing facilities) 
• Does not count if the Lowry bombing range is added in, which could add upwards 

of  
 another 10-12 schools under phase one of that development 
• Continued demographic shifts will impact mixed service and amenity needs 

 
APS Today 

• 6th largest district in the state 
• Nearly percent of the district’s population are children of color compared to the 

state average of 37 percent 
• Like other districts, APS faces increasing challenges around student achievement as 

reflected on annual state assessments 
 

In December of 2005, there were over 100 people who had a conversation about where we 
are today and where we want to go as a community and three highlights came out of that: 

• Quality education and a healthy environment 
• Given the prospective growth, a new partnership had to be created to address the 

opportunities and challenges that are before us and bring people together to 
ultimately execute what it is we want to do together 

• Entity organized with a task force 
 

Partnership formed with these entities: 
• Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
• AEDC 
• APS 
• CCA 
• City of Aurora 
• E-470 Developers and homebuilders 
• Foundation for Educational Excellence 

 
The project was funded by the above entities.  A staff was put together to work through this 
effort.  The project was organized into five groups which included a strategic organizer, 
which was made up of the key stakeholders, and four working groups; one for early 
childhood education, one for K-12, one for post-secondary and one for land planning and 
facilities. 
 
Two community forums were held by national leaders or speakers to talk about national 
best practices and national trends in education.  The project identified a vision and mission. 
The vision is to make Aurora Public Schools consistently be the highest achieving district 
in the state.  The mission is to create a community plan for achieving and sustaining 
excellence in Aurora Public Schools by integrating the visions of new and existing 
residents with leaders and businesses.   
 
The goals of the early childhood committee: 

• Insure that every child in a school is ready to learn  
• Increase quality of services provided in the community as well as the school district 
• Build community learning centers  
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The goals of K-12: 
• More choice of portfolio school options 
• Increasing opportunities to accelerate 
• Post secondary classes 
• More vocational/technical opportunities 
• Re-developing smaller schools 

 
The goals of the post secondary committee: 

• Reflect the needs of students that would reflect economic development 
 
Strategies from the meetings: 

• Development of a P-16 system 
• Alignment of a complete curriculum 
• Work force needs 
• Employment of businesses and non-profits 
• Expansion of higher ed facilities 

 
Land Planning and School Design 

• 20-22 new schools will be required 
• K-8 with a couple of new high schools 
• School facilities become year round anchors for both new and existing community 

development 
• Meet personal, professional and recreational growth 
• The broader needs of the citizens living in the communities 
• Create campus and activity centers 

 
It will be critical to link new development with existing development to get the plan 
workable.  Every child would benefit from some of these strategies. 
 
Highlights: 

• Outcomes 
o Creation of an Aurora P-16 council 
o Full integration of early learning through post secondary 
o Bring all critical stakeholders together 
o Align resources and outcomes 

• Needs  
o 100 acre site at 6th and Harvest 
o Unique opportunity for high school being brought in line 
o High schools of the future 
o Increasing number of high school students being readied for college 
o Align skill sets 

• Resources  
o There will be a P-16 meeting on Sept. 16 to talk about where Colorado is 
o Launch the P-16 council in October 
o Prepare progress report at the end of the year 

 
Tabacheck asked about project mission regarding city government and being all inclusive 
of all entities.  Leid reported that this is a collaborative effort across the city of Aurora, the 
school district and this community.  There are things in the report that do not require school  
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board action.  If it required board action, they would go through the process.  Tabacheck 
stated that the federal government was involved in all of the meetings.  Leid stated that  
P-16 was not signed by the governor this year but is very much alive. 

 
Mr. Cook thanked the group for putting together this information for the board and Barry 
stated that this is a community effort.  Barry also stated that a challenge was made to the 
community to embrace the entire community to make contributions to the focus on the 
children; the hard work will be taken under advisement and studied.  The questions will be 
asked but this is an excellent example of community involvement and how to make the 
community better and he commended the group for their effort.   

 
The committee thanked Tabacheck and Jesus Escarcega for attending the committee 
meetings. 
 

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
 
 No Items 

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
 No Items 

 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Sixth Graders at K-8 Schools Athletic Participation Proposal 
  

The proposal for sixth graders attending K-8 schools, to be eligible for athletic participation is 
presented to address the following issues and to provide athletic opportunities for students at 
the K-8 schools: 
 

• The maximum projected enrollment for seventh and eight graders at K-8 schools is 
150 students.  The average enrollment for seventh and eighth graders at the middle 
schools is 654.  Allowing K-8 sixth grade participation would narrow this gap and 
even the playing field somewhat. 

• The intent is to have two levels in APS team sports. 
• Coaches at the K-8 schools are compensated at the same rate and earning the same 

salary as the coaches at the middle schools although they coach far fewer students. 
• Transportation rates are the same for the K-8 schools although they are transporting 

fewer students to and from games. 
 
 Middle and K-8 school athletic directors are supportive of this proposal. 
  

The Division of Support Services department of athletics and activities recommends the 
following language, which if approved, will be reflected on policy JJIA/JJIB, 
Intramural/Interscholastic Sports: 
 
The board of education believes that athletics is an integral part of the school curriculum. 
 
Competition in athletics shall be programmed as follows: 

1. Elementary school level: intramural competition only. 
2. Middle school and K-8 level: intramural program at the sixth - , seventh - and eighth 

grade levels.  At the seventh - and eighth - grade levels for the traditional middle 
schools, and at the sixth - , seventh - and eighth -grade levels for K-8 schools, and  
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an interscholastic program with competition limited to schools within the district may  
  be implemented. 

    3.    High school level: intramural and broad interscholastic program consistent with the  
needs and interests of the students and within the constraints imposed by the 
availability of facilities and financial support. 

  
The Rules and Regulations of the Colorado High School Activities Association and 
Conference Code shall be observed. 
 
Sturges, and Tony Antolini, district athletic & activities director, have discussed and agreed 
on a revision of the Intramural/Interscholastic Sports policy to provide athletic participation 
at our K-8 schools which are Murphy Creek and Aurora Frontier.  The board of education 
will be briefed on this suggested policy revision.  The reason the proposal is being brought in 
at this time is that the schools have already started and the practices are slated to begin next 
week 

 
There are two documents being handed out:  one is the proposal itself explaining the rationale 
and the other is the formal revision of the district policy.  Last year with Murphy Creek being 
in its first year and participating in athletics, they realized that the equity in the pool of 
children that they had to draw from for interscholastic athletics was much thinner at the K-8’s 
and at the end of the year middle school athletic director’s retreat, the proposal was not 
including sixth - graders.  A significant rationale to this is merely a numbers game.  The 
figures were compiled and the average number of seventh and eighth graders combined at 
traditional middle schools is about 650 students; the projected enrollment for our two K-8 
schools, seventh and eighth combined, is 90.  They felt that the gap could not be closed 
completely, but felt by including the sixth - graders, the gap could be closed somewhat, would 
level the playing field, and give Murphy Creek and Aurora Frontier an opportunity at the 
seventh and eighth grade levels to compete.  Cook asked if this would apply just to the K-8 
schools or if they would compete against the other middle schools.  Antolini stated that they 
would compete against the nine other schools.  Some of the criteria that would be considered 
would be that they would actually compete interdistrict but sixth - graders would not compete 
at any level.  Tabacheck asked if this was inclusive of all middle schools.  Antolini stated that 
this is just for the K-8 schools.  Cook stated that because of the timing of the item, Mr. 
Sturges would like the item moved to an action item if possible.  
 
 
 Tabacheck motioned to move this item to action item.  Seconded by Barton. #7328   
  
 Roll Call:    Ayes: Barber, Barton, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Lord and Tabacheck 
    
                            Noes:  None 

 
CSAP Report 
 

Dr. Lisa Esca'rcega presented an overview of the results of the 2005-06 CSAP Assessment. 
Included were some longitudinal data as well as test results in order to obtain information 
about how the students are doing over time.  

 
Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP) 

A total of 27 different CSAP assessments were given to Colorado students during the 2005-06  
school year.  Grades three through 10 were assessed on reading, writing, and math.  Grades 
five, eight and 10 were also assessed on science. 
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• APS posted the largest number of significant year-to-year gains since the 2002 CSAP. 
 (Nine Gains, Six Losses, Twelve No Change). 

• Gains in the percent of proficient and advanced scores are in both reading and Math 
and are fairly evenly distributed across Elementary, Middle and High school. 

o Elementary              Middle School             High School 
o Gr. 3 M (+10)         Gr. 6 M (+3)             Gr. 9 M (+4) 
o Gr. 4 M (+6)           Gr. 8 M (+3)         

 
o Gr. 4 R (+3)            Gr. 7 R (+3)              Gr. 10 R (+3) 
o                                 Gr. 8 R (+5)                

• Declines in the percent of proficient and advanced scores were primarily in the areas 
of writing. 

o Gr. 5 W (-4%)       Gr. 7 W (-3)               Gr. 5 R (-3%) 
o Gr. 6 W (-3%)       Gr. 9 W (-4%) 

• Disaggregated CSAP results by gender, ethnicity, ELA, Special Education, and 
AGATE programs show similar patterns to the overall district scores.  In subjects and 
grades where the district improved, scores for these groups also tended to improve. 

 
 Kindergarten Assessment Results 

• The average incoming APS Kindergarten student scores at a “needs intensive 
intervention” level on the Kindergarten Assessment, but exits at a level considered 
“average readiness.” 

• Pre/post assessment results revealed continued success with high percents of 
Kindergarten students meeting the district exit goal. 

• Maintaining reading proficiency of first grade students who exit Kindergarten at 
grade level continues to be a challenge and an area of focus for the next year. 

  
 District Elementary Reading Assessment (DERA) 

• The percent of students achieving one year’s growth on the DERA has increased 
over three years at grades K, four and five.  At grades one and two, proficiency on 
the DERA has declined (-6 to -9 percent). 

• The percent of students scoring proficient on the DERA has increased at grades K, 
4 and 5 (range of + 2 percent - +31 percent).  CSAP and DERA proficiency at 
grades three, four and five were mismatched to the extent that the proficiency cut 
on the DERA was raised for 2005-06.  CSAP and DERA proficiency are now 
better aligned at grade three but DERA proficiency remains above expected 
CSAP proficiency at grade four, and below expected CSAP proficiency at grade 
five. 

 
 Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

• The district’s results show an increase in the percent of students achieving one year’s 
growth in both reading and math for the third consecutive year since 2003. 

• The percentage of students achieving a year’s growth in reading and math has 
increased 9-10 percent since the baseline year 2002-03. 

• Elementary students show the largest consistent gains on the Measure of Academic  
• Achievement (MAO) in math (+14 percent and overall gains in reading (+10 percent). 
• Middle School students have shown consistent gains in reading (+95) and math (+10 

percent). 
• High school students show gains over three years in reading (+13%) and math (+25) 
• Total secondary (middle and high school) gains are (+11 percent) literacy and (+7 

percent) math. 
 
 
 
 

Note that the national average for growth as measured by MAP is 50% for any grade level or 
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subject. 
 
ACT 

• ACT Scores at the district level increased in reading and science.  
•  English and Math scores were stable. 
• This is the second year in a row that all ACT subtest scores at the district level have 

remained stable or increased. 
• The goal is to maintain proficiency or to increase it. 

 
 We look at CSAP for two reasons: 

• Increase in proficient and advance 
• Reduction of the achievement gap 
• The state takes all reading scores, grades three through 10 and collapses them 

altogether then divides them out by our groups which are typically black, white and 
Hispanic then ask if the gap has been reduced. 

• The reading for Hispanics is up 3 percent 
• Blacks are up 2 percent 
• Whites are down  percent 
• Whites should be going up 
• Whites have gone down 4 percent in writing 
• In math, blacks and Hispanics have gone up while whites have gone up three percent 

over five years  
  

• AGATE - Aurora Gifted and Talented Education 
• PCD -  Perceptual Communicative Disorder (our largest group of special ed) 
• ELL -  English Language Learners (non English and limited English together) 
• FEP –  Fully English Proficient (previously limited English proficient students) 
• English – Students who come into the district who are native English language 

speakers who do not have a home language other than English 
  
 Reading 

• AGATE readers have gone down 2 percent 
• PCD has gone up 9 percent 
• ELL have gone up 15 percent 
• FEP have gone up 13 percent 
• ENGLISH have gone up 10 percent 
• 58 percent of students who started are still here in 2006 

 Writing 
• AGATE 6 percent drop 
• PCD 1 percent increase 
• ELL 2 percent increase 
• FEP 5 percent drop 
• ENGLISH 5 percent drop 

 Math 
• AGATE 4% increase 
• PCD 2 percent drop 
• ELL 5 percent drop 
• FEP 17 percent drop 
• ELL 11 percent drop 
• Average 18-21 percent decrease in proficiency 

  
 
 
 
 
 ACT 

• 2 years of increases 
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• Highest scores are in science 
• Lower scores are in English 
• Middle scores are in reading 

 
Carmany then asked what the cutoff is for college students.  Stuart responded that there  
is a sliding scale between a students GPA and composite ACT score and he will get the 
information for her.  Cook then asked about the fall on the ACT scores.  Escarcega responded 
that when the cuts were done for proficiency, it was determined that the tests do get harder 
and that is where we should be; that is the goal.  Cook asked where Colorado CSAP compares 
to other state tests.  Escarcega responded that NAEP is another test used and Colorado polls 
its own and she will get the comparisons for Cook.  Cook also stated that there was some 
controversy on the testing and Escarcega reported that one must qualify to be a scorer and 
keep up the qualification certification and that it is very hard to do.  Tabacheck asked if the 
reading scores go up, do the writing scores go down.  Escarcega stated that the more 
proficient you are in reading the higher the writing scores will go.   
 
Tabacheck thanked Escarcega for the presentation.  Stuart also thanked Escarcega and her 
staff for all of the hard work put into preparing this report and preparing the notebooks that 
are extremely comprehensive and everyone from the Department of Instruction and that 
everyone is frustrated with the lack of acceleration that we need to achieve and that will be 
looked at very carefully and done differently in areas that need to be improved.  Stuart also 
stated that they are looking at a firm to come into the schools and look at categories of 
students who are performing well and who are not performing well and they will take a real 
close look at the practices within the buildings where things are going well and not so well 
and give some feedback about what is happening so that we can build on and incorporate 
across the district.  Lord stated that it is obvious we have a lot of work to do. 

   
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 

No Items 
 

III. CONSENT AGENDA -ACTION ITEMS
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 

 
Personnel Items 
 

Van Gytenbeek recognized the retirements of Paula Bennett, 21 years 8 months, Jean Nelson, 
20 years 1 month, and Karen Yablonksi-Toll, 10 years of service with the district. He publicly 
thanked Karen for her leadership and mentorship.   He then recommended the board approve 
the personnel items as presented. 

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
 
  No Items 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES  
 
  No Items 
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DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 
 

The consent agenda passed unanimously  
 
   

 IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
  No Items 
 

DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES
 

No Items 
          

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
  No Items 
 

DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Sixth Graders at K-8 Schools Athletic Participation Proposal 
 

Recommendation:  Sixth graders attending K-8 schools be eligible to participate 
and be provided athletic opportunities. 
 
Competition in athletics shall be programmed as follows: 

• Elementary school level -  intramural competition only 
• Middle school and K-8 level intramural program at the sixth, seventh and eighth grade 

levels.  At the seventh - and eighth - grade levels for the traditional middle schools 
and at the sixth -, seventh - and eighth - grade levels for K-8 schools, an 
interscholastic program with competition limited to schools within the district may be 
implemented 

• High school level – intramural and broad interscholastic program consistent with the 
needs and interests of the students and within the constraints imposed by the 
availability of facilities and financial support. 

 
Peter Cukale, 17855 E. Tennessee Pl., Aurora, CO.,  80017, 303-695-5524, spoke regarding 
the proposal of the K-8 schools to allow sixth graders to participate.  His daughter Natalie 
started sixth grade today at Summit Academy in Aurora Hills.  She is not allowed to 
participate in sixth - grade athletics during interscholastic athletics.  She can only participate 
in intramurals.  He felt that if this proposal is allowed to go through, he believes that it is a 
discriminatory act against schools that are not K-8 because there are many sixth graders out 
there who are excellent athletes, which he believes his daughter is, who would enjoy  
participating in seventh -  or eighth - grade athletics.  As you think of the proposal that was 
given to you tonight, he would ask that you look at a different manner because again, if his 
daughter is not allowed to participate, then he needs to transfer her to a K-8 so that she can 
because he believes that she is being disadvantaged by allowing those two K-8 schools to 
have  
 
 
 
 
the advantage of allowing the sixth -  graders to participate.  He does have a solution that if, 
in fact, Aurora Frontier or Murphy Creek cannot accumulate enough players, then possibly 
there  
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is a combination school, if both of those are put together, to allow for the team to be 
participating but to only allow K-8 schools, as they are a new situation, to allow sixth - 
graders to participate he believes is discriminatory, especially against his daughter, so he is 
asking that the vote on this action item be reconsidered.   
 
He understands the immediacy of what is necessary but he also understands that there are a 
lot of parents who are not here who have sixth - graders who would like to participate who 
have participated in sports through the city leagues and other leagues who would ask for the 
same privilege to be able to participate in those interscholastic sports. 

   
Tabacheck moved, seconded by Edberg to delay the vote on action item D-I, sixth 
graders at K-8 schools athletic participation proposal to the Sept. 5, 2006 meeting. 
               #7329 
       

   Roll Call:  Ayes:  Barber, Barton, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Lord and Tabacheck 
 
          Noes:  None 

               
Cook suggested Stuart get with Sturges to see if there is a possibility of combining the two K-
8’s or finding some other solution and presenting back to the board.  Sturges stated that other 
options would be considered and brought back to the board in two weeks. 

 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 
    

V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 
 
Opportunity for Audience 

 
Brenna Isaacs, 3884 S. Halifax St., Aurora, President of the Aurora Education Association, 
shared with the board some actions that occurred at the NEA Representative assembly this 
summer.  Association leaders from across the country attend the NEARA to debate items, 
take resolution on items and that sets the course for the work environment. 

• Vision statement: 
o We believe in great public schools for every child  

 Positive agenda for the reauthorization of  ESEA 
 NEA has laid forth a positive agenda that needs to be taken into 

consideration in the reauthorization 
• Agenda that sets out criteria 
• Entire positive agenda for reauthorization presented to board 

o Small class size 
o Longitudinal assessment  
o Accountability of all stakeholders 
o Full funding for the reauthorization 
o Help all students move forward and be proficient 

 
 
Correspondence 
 

Cook stated that everyone had a great time at the kick off events at Paris Elementary and 
Barry did a nice job of putting out the challenges and urged everyone to visit Paris. 

    
 
 
 
Next meeting date 
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The next business meeting of the board of education will be held Sept. 5, 2006, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Gateway High School Commons, 1300 S. Sable Blvd. 

 
 
 
Adjournment 
 

Being no further business, the regular meeting of the board of education was adjourned at  
8:10 p.m. 
 

 
 ATTEST __________________________ 

Secretary 
 

 
________________________ 

                                                                                                            President  
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