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 I.  PRELIMINARY
 

President Matt Cook called the Dec. 12, 2006 meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 

The following members were present: 
 
Jane Barber, director 
Jeanette Carmany, vice president 
Judy Edberg, treasurer 
Edward Lord, director 
Matt Cook, president 
Susan Tabacheck, secretary 
 

The following members were absent: 
  

Debbie Barton, director 
 
Also meeting with the board of education were: 
 

  John. L. Barry, superintendent of schools 
Anthony W. Sturges, chief operating officer 
Anthony Van Gytenbeek, deputy superintendent 
Rod Weeks, chief financial officer 
Kari J. Allen, chief personnel officer 
Linda Ruder, assistant, board of education 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Barber led the board and audience in the pledge to the flag.  Cook then welcomed 
visitors.  

 
Approval of Agenda 
 

The agenda was approved as amended with the removal of Action Item C-I. 
 
 
 II. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

We commend Vassar Elementary School staff members for providing a night out for 
parents while taking care of their students with disabilities and their siblings on 
Friday, Dec. 15 from 6-8 p.m.  This generous service allows parents time to 
themselves to rest, run errands or engage in other activities.  Students will be given 
a pizza party, time to play games and watch a movie.  Thank you to Lisa Stucker, 
Sheila Swanson, Erin Slocum and Diane Bieber for giving so freely of your time.  
Your support of our parents are very much appreciated. 
 
Barry stated this is characteristic of the folks in Aurora Public Schools. 
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Cook stated that he had a chance Saturday evening along with family and friends, to 
attend Rangeview High School’s version of “High School Musical.”  He stated it was 
a very fun show and very upbeat.  On Friday night, Barry and his wife, Dr. Lord and 
his wife, Barber and her husband and Cook and his son attended “Legends” at 
Aurora Central High School.  They inducted two more folks into their Legends Hall of 
Fame.  The Aurora Central High School football team, the Trojans, are ranked 
number one in the state and are undefeated. 
 
Barber stated that she attended, along with Barry, Carmany, Edberg and Tabacheck 
the Courts in Community at Gateway High School and stated it was fantastic.  The 
kids asked wonderful questions and she felt it was awesome that the justice’s took 
the time to come to Aurora Public Schools to present their cases in front of the 
students. 
 
Barry recognized the death of Derrick Ward, the Gateway High School student who 
passed away due to a shooting incident off-campus the prior weekend.  Barry 
attended the funeral and commended the way the folks who participated in the event 
for properly recognizing the young man.  It was a very heartfelt and sobering 
ceremony and the entire district as well as the board of education extend their 
condolences to the family.  Our charge is to learn what we can from this incident and 
grow as a community.  

                         
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
          No Items 

 
DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 
School Accountability Reports (SAR’s update) 
 

Lisa Escárcega, director of assessment and research, and Stuart, chief academic 
officer, presented the school accountability reports for 2005-06.  She stated that the 
board of education has been given reports on the schools that they serve as liaisons 
to.   

 
School Accountability Reports 

 
The current SARs are the sixth set that has been produced by CDE.  The SAR ratings 
include CSAP for all subjects and all grades given for that year.  Science was given 
last year and that is automatically included in this year’s rating.  ACT is included at the 
high school level.  There are two ratings; an overall academic rating and an academic 
growth of students.  The second rating came in last year as a response to a great deal 
of thought.  She stated they will see changes to this over time as they are still working 
on this piece.  They do an English, math and science score as well.  The SAR 
consists of three separate tests.   
 
The SAR report includes the following information: 

• Staff and student enrollment 
• Class size 
• Years of teaching experience and salary 
• School safety/discipline/attendance 
• Taxpayer report 
• AYP results 
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• School comparison within a 75- mile radius  
 

SAR Ratings 
• Two ratings were given to each school. 

o Overall academic performance 
o Academic growth of students 

• Students excluded from the SAR 
o In school after Oct. 1 
o ELL in state of Colorado for less than three years 
o Eligible for CSAP-A (The alternative assessment given to students who 

are special education and are typically severely, cognitively delayed) 
 
Weighted Index 

• -.5 x No score & unsatisfactory number 
• +.5 x partially proficient number 
• +1 x proficient  number 
• +1.5 x advanced number 
• Sum 
• Divided by total number tested 
• Range of -.5 to 1.5 
 

To determine the weighted index, they take the number of no score and unsatisfactory 
students and multiply each student by a negative .5.  The number of partially proficient 
students are multiplied by .5, proficient students by 1, and advanced students by 1.5.  
Students are given a weight based on their score.   
 
Stuart stated that there is always a concerted effort to target the students who are 
unsatisfactory and move them to the proficient level.   

   
Escárcega stated that there are three additional calculations performed to get the 
numbers. 
 
SAR ratings one-year change 

• APS secondary schools remained stable with one high school moving from 
“average” to “low” (Gateway High School) 

• Four elementary schools with “low” ratings last year moved to “average” 
(Dartmouth, Jamaica, Vassar and Yale) 

• One elementary school with an “average” rating last year moved to “low” 
(Boston) 

• One elementary school moved from “unsatisfactory” to “low” (Crawford) 
o A 9 percent decrease in the percent of schools scoring “low” or 

“unsatisfactory” was noted for 2006 
 

Escárcega stated that we do have one of the highest percentages of low in the state. 
She also stated that 71 percent of Aurora Public Schools are low compared to 72 
percent for Denver Public Schools, but Denver has many more unsatisfactory than we 
do. 
 
Academic Growth Ratings 

• Same student exclusions as overall ratings 
• Plus the following exclusions 

o Students from out of state 
o All grade 3 students   

 
 

o Science scores  
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o No scores 
• 34 percent to 100 percent of scores may be removed 

 
The average high and excellent is exactly the same number we had five years ago.  
We have three less unsatisfactory and gained four additional low scores.  We did pick 
up two averages this year: Aurora Frontier and Murphy Creek.   
 
The schools with decreases this year include Iowa, Wheeling, Columbia, Gateway, 
Clyde Miller, Jewell, Dalton, Rangeview, Tollgate, Mracheck and Side Creek.  The 
schools with gains this year include North, Vaughn, Kenton, Crawford, Laredo, the two 
Aurora academies, West, Fulton, Jamaica, Fletcher and Paris.  There has been a lot 
of shift in scores in the last five years; the gains outweigh the losses.   
 
All students from grade 3 are removed from the report because there is no second 
grade score.   Students coming in from out of state are excluded because they don’t 
have a pre-score.  The elementary levels are based on fourth and fifth grades only.  
The science scores are also excluded because there are no two years of science 
together.   
 
Because there is nothing to gauge growth on, no scores are also removed from the 
calculations.  Last year, when Crawford went from low to unsatisfactory, they still had 
a significant improvement in their growth rating because the no scores didn’t count 
against them.   
 
Stuart stated that because of the removal of the no scores, there are questions 
around the inconsistent ratings because the school is going up in the rating but down 
in the growth or vice versa.  It has to do with how the students are or are not included. 
  
Cook stated that on the pre score, if the student had come from out of state, would he 
have been counted because there was no pre-score, but for the New America School, 
we don’t know how many of those students had a score?  Escárcega stated it was 
probably about 10 that had a pre score.  Cook stated that he understood it took two 
years to establish a pre-score.  Escárcega stated they take the pre- score, determine 
what percent the student was at; the second year they use that percentile then create 
a range and the question becomes, does the student fall within that range?   
 
Yearly SAR rating totals in 2006 

• Unsatisfactory – 1 
• Low – 33 
• Average – 11 
• High – 2 
• Excellent – 1 

 
Yearly growth rating totals 2006 

• No rating – 2 
• Significant decline – 2 
• Decline – 8 
• Stable – 20 
• Improve – 9 
• Significant Improvement – 7 

 
 
 
 

Improvement rating cut-off 
• Significant improvement >= 15 percent gains 
• Improvement -  5.01 percent to 14.99 percent gains 
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• Stable -  5 percent gains to 5 percent losses 
• Decline – 5.01 percent to 14.99 percent losses 
• Significant Decline - >= 15 percent losses 

 
Barber stated that college statistics were brought up and said it was a very difficult 
class for her and the only thing she remembered from the class was all things being 
equal and she didn’t feel all things were equal here.  Escárcega stated that without 
knowing what goes into the rating, most people just take it at face value.   
 
Tabacheck thanked Escárcega and Stuart for the reports.   
 
Barry stated that this needs to be put into context.  These are not the results that we 
want; certainly not the results that we are expecting after our plan is fully in force and 
we have some time to exercise the initiative we put into VISTA 2010.  One of the 
things that he wants everybody to understand is that it is what it is and we build from 
that.  We are fully cognizant that while improvements have been made incrementally, 
we want to recognize the schools that have done some significant work, and we also 
want to recognize the challenges that we still have ahead of us and we want to grow 
much more aggressively on student achievement.  We will continue to keep a sharp 
eye on our ability to keep student achievement on our radar screen and make sure 
that we are closing the student gap.  We want to celebrate any small victory that we 
can but we have to pick up the pace. 

 
DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
Beginning Fund Balance Reconciliation - Revised 
 
 Weeks stated that this item is being brought to the board due to the statutory 

requirement.  When the budget is adopted in June, we re-adopt the budget in 
October.  As part of every fund we show a beginning fund balance that the particular 
fund has then we have an audit.  The audit was recently completed and approved at 
the last board meeting.   

 
 This part of statute requires that we do reconciliation between what that audit shows.  

We ended last year with fund balances in each of our funds, and what we had the 
board adopt as beginning fund balance figures going forward into this year.   

 
 The purpose of this is due to the financial results of a school district in the recent past 

and if there are any large negative figures in this reconciliation, it could indicate some 
false revenues that have been used in projecting budgets going forward.   

 
C.R.S.  requires reconciliation between audited ending fund balances and budgeted 
beginning fund balances be included in the adopted budget, which is presented on 
page 26 in the 2006-07 adopted budget.  The statute also requires a revised 
reconciliation be approved and incorporated into the budget if any adjustments are 
necessary as a result of the prior year’s audit.  The general fund, Colorado preschool  
 
 
and kindergarten program fund, bond redemption fund, building fund, capital reserve  
fund, grants fund, nutrition services fund and special programs fund had adjustments. 
In addition, the Aurora Academy and New America School fund balances have been 
adjusted.   
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This particular fund balance reconciliation sheet was included with the re-adopted  
budget that was approved in October.  The figures in the left column of this table are 
the figures that we included in each of the funds to show what we thought to be the 
beginning fund balance in each account.  The second column represents the audited 
figures.  The far right column shows the differences between beginning fund balance 
and what the audited numbers are.   

 
Performing Arts Budget Increase – DAAC Recommendation 
 

Board members will be provided information and a proposal to increase the 
performing arts budgets at the high schools this school year as recommended by the 
District Accountability Advisory Committee.   
 
Cook recognized and thanked all members present from the DAAC committee. 

 
Weeks reported that last spring, as part of the required charge of the DAAC 
committee, they are to review the proposed budget, make any recommendations on 
the budget to the board of education, then that is incorporated going into the budget 
year.   

  
Weeks reported there was a recommendation in May for the board of education to 
consider additional funding for the performing arts programs within the district.  Since 
that time, there have been a number of efforts, with individuals listed from the high 
schools who were involved, along with Peter Cukale, president of DAAC, Sue Olezene 
and Martha Baldwin, who helped compile the information that is included in the 
packets.  John Delaney serves on DAAC as well as the proposer of the 
recommendation for the committee.   
 
Weeks referred to the second page of the handout, which is a summary of the budget 
amounts of the performing arts programs at the high schools.  Stuart was also 
involved in the instructional program development.  The board of education needs to 
be aware that this will be re-visited in the spring in the next budget development cycle 
to ensure that it is in line with our VISTA 2010 plan.   
 
DAAC is recommending that the board approve more funding for the performing arts 
programs, and the recommendation is based on student achievement as well as 
instruction.   
 
Cook asked if the line that states no information provided by the school was a 
conscientious decision to allocate funds to another program and not requested for 
those particular programs. 
 
Olezene replied that Rangeview and Hinkley wrapped those up in vocals, musicals 
and theatre; they combined them so they didn’t do a separate budget for those items. 
  
 
Cook asked where the proposed funds were coming from.  Weeks stated that they are 
coming from the contingency reserve line item in the general fund in the amount that 
the board would like to see allocated.   
 
 
Tabacheck stated that they can’t put a price on what the students will achieve and be 
able to grow from having the opportunity to utilize the arts. 
 
Lord stated that since he hadn’t been able to read the handout, is the committee 
comfortable with the proposal and they stated that they were.   
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Barber stated that she is encouraged that DAAC came forward with this and that they 
were able to respond as you hear so many districts that are getting rid of performing 
arts.  She stated she loved going to the plays and being encouraged by the students.   
Cukale stated that what is going into the performing arts will benefit the students in 
public speaking as well as self-improvement.  He also stated that DAAC takes a very 
strong interest in this budget and they now have a budget committee that will be 
meeting with Weeks on a regular basis with a sub-committee from DAAC that will 
make recommendations to the budget.  Cukale also thanked Delaney for stepping 
forward and representing all of the schools, not just Gateway.   
 
Cook also recognized the members of the APS arts departments. 
 
Cook stated that all arts are a big priority for this district and the board and they try as 
much as they can to get to the different events.  Cook stated that when Cukale goes 
back to his group, he would like to see more outreach.  Carmany has mentioned the 
seniors coming to final dress rehearsals for the musicals or getting some of the feeder 
schools in and the board could help accommodate some of that.  They would like to 
see this happen every year. 
 
Edberg stated that we have talked about what arts do for the students and stated that 
the statistics are really impressive in showing the relationship between the arts and 
literacy, and by providing our students with the best education we can in the 
performing arts, how important it is to continue to give the arts the attention they 
deserve.   
 
Carmany stated that what we are trying to do in APS is to educate the whole child.  
We know we are under the gun with CSAP and that our scores are not where we want 
them to be, but CSAP is not the end all and be all of educating students.  The arts are 
another way for the child to show what they can or they can’t do.  She would like to 
ask DAAC to expand what they have done and to possibly ask elementary and middle 
schools if there are some things in their budgets that they need us to consider as we 
move toward the next budget round.   
 
Lord  stated that he is amazed at how we find the money and again thanked Weeks. 
 
Barry stated that we do this for the focus area of what we have in our strategic plan 
This brings us back to the commitment that this board has made with VISTA 2010 and 
that is a commitment to the arts and certain music.  We know that this helps us get to 
higher levels of student achievement.  There is a direct correlation that we see with 
children who are excelling in these areas, who prove to be better students with higher 
student achievement.  This is definitely part of the focus and commitment that we 
have in VISTA 2010. 
 
Weeks stated that the proposal and request was for $235,000 to be put into the four 
high schools’ programs, so that is what will be brought back for action at the next 
meeting. 
 
 
 
Weeks recognized the names of the individuals who were involved in compiling the 
financial information and formulating the requests and how they would be applied to 
their performing arts programs:  Allen Jiminez, Donella Iverson, Paul Weinacht, Nina 
Walsh, Marie Heck, Annell Weissenbuehler, John Richard, Steve Gonzalez Kurt 
Muenstermann, Randy Gregory, Pam McGuire, and Tammy Strouse.  This item will 
be brought back in the form of two actions.  The first one will be to relieve some of the 
funds from the contingency line item and the second one will be to actually transfer it  
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into particular areas. 
 
Carmany asked if this is a one-time budget item or will this be an ongoing line item.  
Weeks stated that this is going to go into this year’s budget for these high schools and 
will be considered on an ongoing basis because the budget is developed this coming 
spring as funds allowed. 
 
Tabacheck stated that if this were to pass at the next meeting, would the $235,000 be 
considered or will it be definite?  Weeks stated that it is definite. 

 
III. CONSENT AGENDA -ACTION ITEMS 

 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
 No Items 
 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 

 
 No Items 
 

DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
 

No Items 
 

DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

No Items 
 

DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
  No Items 
 

Edberg noted that there is notification that one of our staff members passed away 
recently (Cynthia LaPointe).  She had occasion to work with Cynthia frequently during 
the time  that she was a staff member in the district and she would like our thoughts to 
go out to her family during this difficult time. 
 
Cook moved, seconded by Tabacheck to approve the consent agenda. 
 
 Roll Call:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Lord and Tabacheck 

 
 The consent agenda is approved as presented.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
 CP of Colorado Charter School Contract 
 

The board of education reviewed the CP of Colorado Charter school contract on Dec. 
5, 2006.  The board of education will now act on the proposal. 



 
December 12, 2006 

 

 
 7921

 
The recommendation is the board of education approve the charter school contract, 
which is provided under separate cover.   

 
Donovan stated that the CP of Colorado Charter school was discussed at the last 
board meeting and is now before the board for action.   
 
Edberg moved, seconded by Tabacheck to approve the charter school contract.          
                                                                                                                           #7855 
 
 Roll Call:   Ayes:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Tabacheck 
         Noes:  Lord 

 
New America School – Enrollment Increase 
 

The board of education reviewed the New America School enrollment increase on 
Dec. 5, 2006.  The New America School wishes to increase its enrollment from 425 to 
490 students.  The board will now act on the proposal. 
 
The recommendation is the board of education approve the New America School 
enrollment increase and authorize amending the contract on the terms described. 
 
Donovan stated that the board of education discussed at the last meeting the request 
from New America School to increase their enrollment from 425 to 490 students.  The 
board as well as members of staff had some questions.  There are representatives 
from New America School present:   Dominic DiFelice, chief academic officer, Craig 
Cook, and Scott Mader, principal, New America School 
 
Tabacheck moved, seconded by Cook to approve the New America School enrollment 
increase.                #7856 
 
DiFelice stated that he sent information to Stuart outlining the questions that the board 
had raised at the last meeting.   
 
Stuart stated that the questions were related around the request for an enrollment 
increase and give the current achievement status of New America School, how that 
request for increase in enrollment would allow the school to have an increase in 
achievement next year.  Based on the discussion from the last meeting, there was a 
clear concern about being able to help and assist all students at the school.  DiFelice 
stated that he could turn the questions over Cook but stated that the bottom line is, 
they have taken in 65 additional students who would probably not be in school today if 
they hadn’t accepted them.  He stated that this is a very mobile, at risk population.  
New America school does target new immigrants to the country and are students who 
are not in a particular school.  He stated that 83 percent of their students are classified 
as at risk with 63 percent of them having a break in their education in the past and 12 
percent are students with children or who are pregnant and 15 percent of  
 
 
those students have been in trouble.  He also reported that 90 percent  of the students 
are on free/reduced lunch.  He also stated they have eighteen nineteen year olds that 
they have accepted into the school and they believe they are serving the needs of 
some of their students.  If the students come to them in grade nine, they are likely to 
get a diploma and they will learn some English.   
 
They are absolutely trying to improve CSAP but he stated that CSAP is not the be all, 
end all and feels there are many more indicators that determine student achievement, 
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with credit accrual being the single most important factor.  At New America School, 
they are targeting for 50 percent of their grade 9 kids to get four or more credits and  
50 percent of their students in grade10 to get eight credits.  When they look at their 
CSAP targets and their school improvement plan, they are looking to have 5 percent 
of their students go from unsatisfactory to partially proficient, 5 percent from partially 
proficient to proficient.  Attendance is a tremendous challenge for their school.  They 
are striving for 75 percent attendance on a daily basis.  Retention is also another big 
issue.  Last year, they had a paltry 30 percent; they know the demographics of the 
school.  They have asked the principals to target 15 percent of the most at-risk 
students.   
 
They have identified every student at the school who will be taking the CSAP.  They 
have identified 25 students who will get intervention to get these kids from one level to 
the next.   

  
Tabacheck reiterated that the New America School will present their paperwork in a 
timely manner every year. 
 
DiFelice stated that they absolutely would have the paperwork completed in a timely 
manner.  He stated that they will be well- managed into the future. 
 
Cook stated that Stuart asked what the compelling reason was for the board of 
education and this district to approve the increase in students for New America 
School.  He wanted to know what New America School can show as their reason for 
requesting the increase in enrollment that warrants this board giving you an initial 
increase or approving more students.  What is New America School doing to make the 
program better, bringing more people into a system that is very challenging? 
 
DiFelice stated that the fact that they have more students gives them an increase in 
staff and the ability to hire four more teachers, which allows them to be more specific 
in terms of targeting how those resources will be spent.  They are currently looking for 
a literacy specialist who will be developing a school plan to look at literacy across the 
curriculum and to do some professional development.   
 
Cook asked if this additional increase in students would bring additional money with 
them and that is what is going to drive the improvement with the additional staff and 
the additional resources? 
 
DiFelice stated that is correct. 
 
Lord stated that he is hearing that New America School has targeted 25 students and 
they will be giving these kids extra instruction but what about the other 470 students? 
What are you doing with them? 
 
DiFelice stated they are providing an additional program for the other students and 
achievement is going on daily in the classroom. 
 
  

Roll Call:  Ayes:  Barber, Carmany, Cook. Edberg. Lord and Tabacheck 
     

2007-08 and2008-09 Traditional Calendars 
 

The board of education reviewed the 2007-08 and 2008-09 traditional calendars at the 
Dec. 5, 2006 meeting. 
 
The recommendation is the board of education adopt the 2007-08 and 2008-09 
calendars as presented. 
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Lord moved, seconded by Cook to adopt the 2007-08 and 2008-09 calendars as 
presented.                  #7857 
 
Edberg referred to the discussion on Dec. 5 that Van Gytenbeek stated the board 
would be approving the main part of the calendar but that it would require a little 
adjustment concerning the fifth block.  Van Gytenbeek stated that if the board were to 
approve the stated calendars this evening, tons of work has to start right away and 
basically that would be focused on the creation of the fifth block that would take place 
at the end of 2007-08.  That just gives them 18 months to plan ahead and make the 
very best use of what program is put in place for our kids.   
 
He stated that there was discussion about a significant evaluation that would take 
place around the fifth block in the summer and early fall of 2008.  If they were to find 
that the program was successful, they would put themselves in position to fund it 
during June of 2009.  If they were to find the program unsuccessful, they would make 
a decision without compromising the integrity of the traditional school year to change 
the block and not do the fifth block or do something different.   
 
Tabacheck asked if all we are approving is the calendar.  Van Gytenbeek stated that 
they would be approving the concept of the fifth block and they would move ahead 
aggressively and thoughtfully with what that fifth block looks like as it would take 
shape and form in June of 2008. Tabacheck then asked if the calendar would be 
brought back at that time and Van Gytenbeek stated that yes, it would be brought 
back. 
 
Barber stated, suppose the Colorado State Legislature changes the time that they 
give CSAP; is there a chance we would go back to the old calendar?  She doesn’t see 
it happening but it has been proposed.  Van Gytenbeek stated that if changes were 
made to the time CSAP is given, he thought we would still have to look at capturing as 
much time prior to that window to increase our scores and even if that test window 
moves back into May, we still have so much ground to gain from where we are 
currently scoring in comparison to other school districts in the state that we should 
have a conversation again about how to capture as much instruction in the time prior 
to the window. 
 
Carmany hasn’t heard what this will do to buildings that will be under construction 
schedule.  Van Gytenbeek stated that going into this next year, any construction 
projects that we had on the calendar would be postponed until the summer of 2008 
and at that time, there would be a few sites where we might not be able to offer the 
fifth block at that site or we might just have to be really careful about where that 
program is offered.   
 
Bittle stated that they have evaluated their project workload for 2007 and there is 
currently only one project that they have concerns about and that is a repair project  
 
 
at Aurora Central High School.   
 
Lord inquired as to the routine maintenance that is scheduled every summer.  Stuart 
stated that would not be affected.   
 
 Roll Call:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Lord and Tabacheck 

 
DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES 

 
  No Items 
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DIVISION OF INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
 

No Items 
 

DIVISION OF SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Due to careful financial management, Aurora Public Schools has additional funds 
available from the 2002 bond program.  The APS Long-Range Facilities Advisory 
Committee has met throughout the fall completing a needs analysis.  Based on this 
information, and after consultation with cabinet, the committee has developed a 
recommendation that the APS Board of Education may consider for funding.  In 
addition, the construction management and support department has identified current 
projects that require budget adjustments due to inflation, asbestos issues during 
construction and increases to two project scopes.  Adequate funding is available for all 
of these adjustments in the current bond.  The board of education was briefed on the 
details of the new projects and adjustments to current projects at their Dec. 5, 2006 
meeting. 
 
The recommendation is the board of education approve the following new projects for 
the bond construction program: 
 

• Boston Elementary School replacement project [5611], $9,250,000 
• Boston Elementary School HVAC Retrofit [5611], - Cancellation, ($1,465,000) 
• Intercept/Transitions special education building, $2,400,000 
• Gateway High School roof replacement – design only, $150,000 
• Aurora Hills Middle School and Mracheck Middle School repairs and 

improvements, $1,200,000 
• Hinkley High School pool building repairs, $825,000 

 
The board of education also approve the following bond project budget adjustments: 
 

• West Middle School whole building remodel [5602[], increase $1,350,000 to 
$17,888,000 

• Jamaica Elementary School HVAC Retrofit [5613]. Increase $450,000 to 
$2,223,500 

• Montview Elementary School repairs [5705], increase $195,000 to $565,000 
• Aurora Central  High School mechanical repairs [5709], increase $620,000 to 

$1,519,000 
• Support sites improvement projects [5663/4), increase $750,000 to 

$11,106,000 
• Gateway High School repairs [5630], increase $90,000 to $3,414,000 

 
 
 
The total of all new projects and budget increases is $15,815,000.  Funding will come 
from the following sources: 
 

• Bond interest and premiums, $5,210,960 
• Growth and capacity account [5850], $10,604,040 

 
Lord moved, seconded by Carmany to approve the bond projects and bond project 
budget adjustments.              #7858 
 
Tabacheck commended the Long-Range Facilities Advisory Committee for coming up 
with such an excellent way to use our money.   
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 Roll Call:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Lord and Tabacheck 

 
Attendance Area Recommendation 
 

Enrollment changes at Century, Jewell, Tollgate, Virginia Court and Wheeling have 
led to capacity issues at these schools.  Some of the schools have enrollment below 
capacity while others are overcrowded.  To address this issue, a committee was 
formed that included district and school representatives, parents and community 
members.  This group analyzed preliminary attendance area scenarios, determined 
feasible options, and facilitated a series of open houses where scenarios were 
presented to parents, staff and community members.  Based on the data collected 
and input from the community and instructional leaders, the committee has developed 
a recommendation to be presented to the board of education. 
 
Recommendation:  The board of education approve the attendance area 
recommendation. 
 
Barber moved, seconded by Lord, to approve the attendance area recommendation 
scenario four.                                     #7859
                  
Lord stated that this is not a fun committee and is fraught with disaster from parents 
and students and he commended the committee for all of their hard work. 
 
Cook stated that this process is not perfect and he feels we came to a reasonable 
assumption with the approval of scenario four.  He feels, that while not perfect, it is the 
one that fits the most needs.  He thanked Josh Hensley, district planner, and Sturges 
for answering all of his questions and getting back to him so quickly.   
 
 Roll Call:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Lord and Tabacheck 
 

DIVISION OF FINANCE 
 
Mill Levy Certification 
 

 C. R. S. require the assessors’ offices in Adams and Arapahoe counties to certify an 
assessed  valuation of all taxable property located within the boundaries of the Aurora 
Public Schools to the school district by Dec. 10, 2006.  By Dec. 15, 2006, the board of 
education certifies that mills to be levied to the respective county  board of 
commissioners in order to raise property taxes for the following year.  These taxes 
support the general fund and the bond redemption fund. 

 
 
 
 
Recommendation is the board of education certify to the boards of county  
commissioners of Adams and Arapahoe counties, state of Colorado, a bond redemption  
fund mill levy of 15.000 and a general fund mill levy of 30.745.   
 
Tabacheck moved, seconded by Barber to certify a bond redemption fund mill levy of 
15.000 and a general fund mill levy of 30.745.                                                  #7860 
 
  Roll Call:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg, Cook and Tabacheck 

 
V. CONCLUDING ITEMS 

 
Opportunity for Audience 
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Next meeting date 
 
The next business meeting of the board of education will be held Jan. 9, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the board room of the administration building, 1085 Peoria Street. 
 
 Cook moved that we recess into executive session under the authority of C.R.S. 

section 24-6-402 (4) (e) to discuss a personnel matter, specifically the performance 
and evaluation of the superintendent of schools.  Motion seconded by Barber. 
 
 Roll Call:  Ayes:  Barber, Carmany, Cook, Edberg and Tabacheck 
        Noes:;  Lord 

Adjournment 
 

Being no further business, the regular meeting of the board of education was 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 
 

 ATTEST __________________________ 
Secretary 
 

 
 
  

 _________________________ 
President  
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